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The 15th Meeting of the Nordic Network for research on Psychology and Law  

at Tallinn University in Tallinn, Estonia in September 27-28 2019 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

Friday September 27th 

Tallinn University, Narva mnt 25, room M-218 

12.00-13.00 Registration and snacks 

13.00-13.10 Opening and welcome 

13.10-14.10 Keynote 1: Prof. James M. Lampinen, University of Arkansas (USA) „The Four 
Utilities in Eyewitness Identification Practice“ 

Break 

Session 1 

14.30-14.50 Pressuring strategies used by offenders when targeting children for online sexual 
abuse 

Malin Joleby*, Sara Landström, Carolina Lunde & Linda S. Jonsson 

14.50 – 15.10 Maybe you can draw it? The effects of using drawings during investigative 
interviews with preschoolers 

Mikaela Magnusson*, Emelie Ernberg, Sara Landström, Malin Joleby, Lucy Akehurst, & 

Julia Korkman 

15.10 – 15.30 Family matters: Incest aversion between family members of different 
generations 

Jan Antfolk*, Paula Kresanov, Jennifer Kotler, Debra Lieberman, Pekka Santtila, & Michael 
Seto 

Break 

Session 2 
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15.50 – 16.10 Danish police recruits’ evaluation of rape victim credibility, believability and 
need for support: Exploring potential mediators and moderators of the emotional victim effect 

Marie Skov* & Sarah van Mastrigt 
 
16.10 – 16.30 Gender manifestations of psycho-type indicators characterizing a person’s 
propensity to use psychoactive substances 
 
Shatyr Yu. A., Ulesikova I.V.*, Mulik I.G., Kudryavtseva G.A., & Mulik A.B. 

 

16.30 – 16.50 Brain mechanisms of risky decision making 

Jaan Tulviste* & Talis Bachmann  

16.50 – 17.10 The effect of witness’ role, number of perpetrators, and lineup type on 
identification accuracy 

Annegrete Palu*, Kristjan Kask & Kairi Kreegipuu 

19.00 Dinner at Odeon (Kopli 27, www.odeon.ee) 

Saturday September 28th 

Tallinn University, Narva mnt 25, room M-218 

10.00-11.10 Keynote 2: Prof. Talis Bachmann, University of Tartu (Estonia) "Implications of 
a selection of experimental findings from cognitive (neuro)science for lawmaking" 

Break  

Session 3 

11.30 – 11.50 The effect of distance, eyewitness age, line-up type, and line-up target image 
positions on eyewitness identification accuracy 

Thomas Nyman*, Jan Antfolk, James M. Lampinen, Julia Korkman, & Pekka Santtila 

11.50 – 12.10 Transfer of simulated interview training effects into interviews with children 
exposed to a mock event 

Francesco Pompedda, Annegrete Palu, Kristjan Kask*, Karolyn Schiff, Anna Soveri, Jan 
Antfolk, & Pekka Santtila 

12.10 – 12.30 Attitudes towards oppressive interrogation techniques among Polish police 
officers and how empathy influences them 

Michał Skorupski* & Bartosz Wojciechowski 

12.30 Closing of the conference 
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The conference is financed by the European Regional Development Fund through the 
institutional package measure for R&D institutions and higher education institutions (ASTRA 
project TLU TEE of Tallinn University), is organised by Doctoral School of Behavioural, 
Social and Health Sciences. 
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Abstracts in the order of presentation 

 
The Four Utilities in Eyewitness Identification Practice 

 
Prof. James M. Lampinen, University of Arkansas (USA) 

 

Developing science based eyewitness identification policy requires principled approaches for 
dealing with situations in which a proposed policy results in a tradeoff (e.g., decreasing 
mistaken identifications but also decreasing correct identifications).  The approach 
recommended in the present talk is grounded in utility analysis but takes the position that both 
practical concerns and theoretical observations require consideration of four different types of 
utility.  I hope to demonstrate in this talk how this approach can be used to help inform 
criminal justice practice and its superiority to extant approaches to this problem. 

 

Pressuring strategies used by offenders when targeting children for online sexual abuse 

 
Malin Joleby* Sara Landström, Carolina Lunde 

 
University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

 
and Linda S. Jonsson 

 
University of Linköping, Sweden 

 
The new digital technology has changed the opportunities for adults who want to sexually 
abuse children, leading to an enormous increase in internet related CSA. While many of the 
strategies used by online offenders are similar to strategies used by offline offenders (e.g. 
grooming), the new communication technology and worldwide access to potential victims 
have also enabled new strategies that we still know little about. The aim of the current study 
was to investigate what strategies online perpetrators used when inciting children to engage in 
online sexual activity. By analyzing Swedish court documents regarding 50 alleged online 
perpetrators (100 % male, age: M =34 years, SD = 15.24, range 16-69 years), we investigated 
the different strategies they used when targeting 122 real child victims (aged 7-17 years) for 
online sexual abuse. Thematic analysis identified two main themes: pressuring the child and 
building a relationship with the child. While relationship-building strategies are in line with 
previous research on CSA, the most frequent of our themes – pressuring the child – has 
hitherto received little attention. Our study, investigating cases with real child victims, has 
revealed that online offenders to a large extent engage in pressuring strategies such as threats, 
nagging, and emotional extortion. Previous research has mainly focused on cases of online 
CSA in which the offender has communicated with an adult posing as a child. This new 
finding indicate that offenders’ conversations with decoys differ from those with real 
children. 
 

Maybe you can draw it? The effects of using drawings during investigative interviews 

with preschoolers 

 
Mikaela Magnussona, Emelie Ernberga, Sara Landströma, Malin Jolebya, Lucy Akehurstb, & 

Julia Korkmancd 
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a University of Gothenburg, b University of Portsmouth, c Åbo Akademi University dHelsinki 
University Hospital 

 
Forensic interviews with preschoolers can be challenging for a variety of reasons. For the last 
decades, scholars have therefore been interested in examining interviewing techniques and 
tools intended to improve young children’s witness reports. Drawings constitute one such tool 
that has shown mixed results with regard to preschool-aged children. The present experiment 
was designed to investigate how the use of drawings may influence young children’s accounts 
(in terms of their quantity of details and accuracy) about experienced and non-experienced 
events in relation to different question types. A total of 115 preschoolers (aged 3 to 6 years) 
were asked questions about an event involving a pirate visit to their preschool. Of those 
preschoolers, 80 children had met the pirate and were asked during their interview to either 
draw the pirate while answering questions (drawing condition) or to just answer the questions 
verbally (control condition). An additional 35 children who had not met the pirate were 
interviewed for exploratory purposes about the non-experienced event either by using 
drawings and answering questions or by questioning alone. The data is currently being 
analysed and the main findings will be presented at the NNPL meeting. 
 

Family matters: Incest aversion between family members of different generations 

 
Jan Antfolk*, Paula Kresanov, Jennifer Kotler, Debra Lieberman, Pekka Santtila, & Michael 

Seto 
 

Abo Akademi University, Finland 
 
The biological costs of inbreeding are expected to have shaped human incest aversion. These 
costs depend on biological sex, relatedness, and age. Whereas previous studies have focused 
on investigating how these factors modulate incest aversion in siblings and cousins—family 
members of the same generation— we examined relatives of different generations. In a 
population-based sample, 2499 respondents reported reactions to imagined sexual 
behaviors with either a biological child or parent, a niece/nephew or aunt/uncle, or 
a stepchild or stepparent; these responses were compared to reactions to imagined sexual 
behaviors involving a friend's child or parent. Incest aversions tended to be stronger between 
close (vs. more distant) intergenerational relatives. For biological relatives, decreased degree 
of relatedness was associated with decreased incest aversion and the certainty in relatedness 
was positively associated with incest aversion. As expected, age modulated sexual aversion 
for unrelated, but not related, target individuals. Sexual aversions towards step-relatives did 
not differ from sexual aversions to biological relatives. Degree of relatedness, certainty of 
relatedness, and age might predict the veracity of the alleged incestuous child sexual abuse. 
 

Danish police recruits’ evaluation of rape victim credibility, believability and need for 

support: Exploring potential mediators and moderators of the emotional victim effect 

 
Marie Skov* & Sarah van Mastrigt 

 
Department of Psychology and Behavioural Sciences, Aarhus University 

 
Recent research on the emotional victim effect has identified a number of potentially 
conflicting mechanisms that may be important in driving assessments of rape victims’ 
credibility. However, many of these studies pre-date the #MeToo movement, and none have 
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been conducted in the Danish context. This study tests the direct effect of complainant 
expression and the potential mediating effects of compassion and expectancy confirmation on 
the emotional victim effect. As part of a randomized controlled trial, 504 Danish police 
recruits viewed either an emotion or a neutral video vignette and were asked to rate the 
credibility, believability, and need for support of the female rape victim portrayed therein. In 
addition, participants reported the extent to which the victim’s emotional expression was 
perceived as authentic, in line with their expectations of a rape victim, and to what degree 
they felt compassion with the victim. Contrary to expectation, the emotional victim was rated 
as less credible and believable, but more in need of support as compared to the neutral victim. 
However, mediation analyses indicated that expectancy confirmation mediated the emotional 
victim effect in the expected direction. Exploratory analyses further showed that perceived 
authenticity had a moderating effect, such that the emotional victim was rated as less credible 
and believable, when her authenticity was rated as low. These results highlight the complexity 
of judging rape victims’ credibility and point to the need for further research exploring the 
conditions under which an emotional backlash effect may appear.  
 
Gender manifestations of psycho-type indicators characterizing a person’s propensity to 

use psychoactive substances 

 
Shatyr Yu.A.1, Ulesikova I.V.*2, Mulik I.G.3, Kudryavtseva G.A.1, Mulik A.B.4 

 

1 Volgograd State University, Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 
Federation,400062,Volgograd 

2 FGBVOU IN "Military Medicine Academy. S.M. Kirov "of the Ministry of Defense of the 
RussianFederation,194044,St.Petersburg; 
3 Volgograd State Agrarian University, Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation, 
400002,Volgograd; 
4FGBUN "Institute of Toxicology of the Federal Medical-Biological Agency", 192019,                        
St.Petersburg 
 
The consumption of psychoactive substances in recent years in Russia is acquiring the nature 
of an ordinary phenomenon. The problem of alcohol consumption and smoking among 
adolescents and young people is actualized. Teachers and psychologists in their activities 
implement standard programs for the primary prevention of the use of psychoactive 
substances, as a rule, ignoring the inevitable presence of gender specificities in the formation 
of risk behaviors that initiate alcohol and tobacco samples. Objective of the study is to 
identify the gender specifics of the psychological mechanisms of development of the demand 
for psychoactive substances. The study was carried out with the participation of 173 young 
men and women 16-23 years old (cadets of the Military Medical Academy named after SM 
Kirov (St. Petersburg), students of Volgograd State University, students of secondary schools 
of the Volgograd region, juvenile offenders who were in the Center Temporary maintenance 
of the internal affairs agencies of the city of Volgograd). The standard psychotype indices 
were assessed: extraversion and neuroticism, accentuation of temperament and character, 
frustration, irritability risk, adventurism and social destructiveness. At the beginning of the 
study individually identify the facts of consumption or not consumed by the subjects of 
various psychoactive substances. The study was approved by the Ethics Commission of the 
Institute of Natural Sciences of Volgograd State University.  Prior to the study, written 
informed consent was obtained from each subject. It was determined that, regardless of 
gender, in the period from 14 to 19 years old, the tendency of a person to take risky behavior 
is actualized, manifesting himself to the maximum at the age of 16-17 years. At the same 
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time, for young men, risky behavior, initiating psychoactive substances samples, is associated 
with an increased level of extraversion, neuroticism, pedantry, excitability and emotiveness, 
against the background of a reduced level of dysthymicity. For girls, this is an increased level 
of dysthymic against the background of a reduced level of extraversion, neuroticism, 
excitability and emotiveness. The role of gender psychotype inversion in extraversion, 
neuroticism, accentuation of temperament and character in the formation of a person's 
propensity for risky behavior, initiating alcohol and tobacco samples. 
 

How TMS influences risk-taking behaviour: Effects of right dorsolateral prefrontal 

cortex stimulation on a Risky Ball Throwing Task 

 
Jaan Tulviste*1 & Talis Bachmann2 

 

1Institute of Psychology, University of Tartu, Tartu (Estonia) 
 

2Department of Penal Law, School of Law, University of Tartu (Estonia) 
 
Several studies on human risk taking and risk aversion have pointed to the role of the 
dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (DLPFC) in risky decision-making. Still, our knowledge of 
neural mechanisms of risk-related decision making is not conclusive, mainly relying on 
findings from studies using non-motor tasks. We examine how modulation of DLPFC activity 
by repetitive transcranial magnetic stimulation (rTMS) affects risk-taking, using a risky 
decision-making task with motor response. Healthy participants performed a risky motor task, 
aiming for a high score by throwing a ball as close to the ceiling as possible, while avoiding 
hitting the ceiling. We applied One Hertz rTMS to the right DLPFC in order to observe 
potential changes in risk-taking and risk-aversion. One Hertz rTMS stimulation to the right 
DLPFC significantly increased the frequency of ceiling hits, compared to Sham-stimulation. 
The study findings suggest that the right DLPFC is a target for manipulating risky behavior in 
tasks with a motor response. Following rTMS stimulation participants' behaviour reflected a 
shift towards immediate awards, becoming significantly less sensitive to potential negative 
consequences. The results confirm that the right DLPFC is involved in impulse control and 
risky decision making in goal-directed executive tasks. 
 
 

The effect of witness’ role, number of perpetrators, and lineup type on identification 

accuracy 

 
Annegrete Palu* and Kairi Kreegipuu 

 
University of Tartu, Estonia 

 
Kristjan Kask 

 
Tallinn University, Estonia 

 
Most research on eyewitness memory has used single perpetrator crimes seen from the 
perspective of an uninvolved bystander eyewitness as stimuli. This is not representative of 
crimes to which witnesses may bear witness to in real life. Eyewitnesses to a crime can be in a 
multitude of roles, such as victims or bystander eyewitnesses, and witness more than one 
perpetrator. We know little about how the role of the witness affects their performance after 
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witnessing a crime committed by one or more than one perpetrator. We hypothesized that 
participants who saw videos of mock crimes with one perpetrator and from the perspective of 
the victim are more accurate in their identifications and rejections than participants who saw a 
two-perpetrator crime from the perspective of a bystander eyewitness. We presented 
participants with videos of three mock crimes from either a victim’s or a bystander’s 
perspective and with either one or two perpetrators. Each video was followed by a 
presentation of either simultaneous or sequential target-present or target-absent photo line-
ups. After making an identification decision, the participants were required to provide a 
confidence statement. The results of the study will be presented during the conference. 

Implications of a selection of experimental findings from cognitive (neuro)science for 

lawmaking 

 
Prof. Talis Bachmann, University of Tartu (Estonia) 

 

Experimental results from our lab on cognitive (neuro)science of deception, risky decision 
making and perceptual illusions will be presented. Implications of these for legal/forensic 
practice will be discussed. 

 
The effect of distance, eyewitness age, line-up type, and line-up target image positions on 

eyewitness identification accuracy. 

 
Nyman, Thomas J.*¹, Antfolk Jan¹, Lampinen James M.², Korkman, Julia¹, Santtila, Pekka¹³ 

 
¹ Åbo Akademi University, Turku (Finland), ² University of Arkansas, Arkansas (USA), ³ NYU 

Shanghai, Shanghai (China) 
 
Earlier studies show that eyewitness identification accuracy is negatively affected by 
increased distance, that younger and older eyewitnesses are less accurate than young adults, 
and that choosing patterns vary between line-up types (simultaneous vs. sequential). To date, 
studies have not investigated the interactive effect of distance, age, line-up type, and target 
image positions on target present (TP) ID accuracy and target absent (TA) rejection accuracy. 
We presented participants (N = 1588; ages 6-77) with four live targets at distances between 5-
110m, in sequential order, each followed by a simultaneous or sequential photo line-up task, 
where we randomized the position of the photos. We manipulated TP and TA line-ups within 
subjects. We will present preliminary results of the selection patterns of eyewitnesses 
depending on age, distance, line-up type, and target image position. A main hypothesis is that 
there will be age differences where, for example, young children will (due to lower inhibition) 
tend to select one of the first images presented in sequential line-ups. We will also treat 
increased distance as a proxy for weaker memory and expect that possible selection bias of 
image positions may be moderated by increased distance. Our ecological study enables us to 
conduct a unique in-depth investigation of how selection patterns differ between age groups, 
depending on line-up type, actual position of the target photo in the line-up, and the viewing 
distance. Our results should prove to be interesting to both practitioners and researchers. 
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Transfer of simulated interview training effects into interviews with children exposed to 

a mock event 

Francesco Pompedda 1,2, Annegrete Palu 3, Kristjan Kask*4, Karolyn Schiff 4, Anna 

Soveri 5, Jan Antfolk 2,5, Pekka Santtila 6,2* 

1School of Natural & Social Sciences, University of Gloucestershire, Cheltenham, UK 
2Faculty of Arts, Psychology, and Theology, Åbo Akademi University, Turku, Finland 
3Institute of Psychology, University of Tartu, Tartu, Estonia 
4School of Natural Sciences and Health, Tallinn University, Tallinn, Estonia 
5Turku Brain and Mind Center, Turku, Finland 
6Faculty of Arts and Sciences, NYU Shanghai, Shanghai, China 

 
Research suggests that repeated feedback in simulated investigative interviews with avatars 
(computerized children) improves the quality of the interviews conducted in this simulated 
environment. It remains unclear, however, whether the effects obtained in the simulated 
interviews transfer into interviews with real children who have witnessed a mock event. We 
trained 69 psychology students. Half of the participants received no feedback (control group) 
while the other half received feedback (experimental group) on their performance during 
repeated interviews with avatars. Each participant later interviewed two 4-6-year-old children 
who had each witnessed a different mock event. No feedback was provided in the interviews 
with the children. Interview quality improved (on most indicators) in the feedback (vs. 
control) group during the training session with avatars. The analyses of transfer effects 
showed that, compared to controls, interview quality was better in the experimental group. It 
can be concluded that the interview quality can be improved using avatar training and that 
there is transfer into actual interviews at least in the use of recommended questions. 
 
Attitudes towards oppressive interrogation techniques among Polish police officers and 

how empathy influences them 

 
Michał Skorupski1 2 and Bartosz Wojciechowski3 

 

1 Institute of Applied Psychology, Jagiellonian University, m.skorupski@student.uj.edu.pl 
2 Faculty of Law and Administration, Jagiellonian University  

3 Department of Crisis Intervention and Psychotherapy, Institute of Applied Psychology, 
Jagiellonian University 

 
Interrogation of a suspect is one of the most important parts of criminal proceedings. 
However, Polish law regulates the rules of interrogation very loosely, leaving loopholes (such 
as an underregulated situation of an “accused person”) and using unclear language. At the 
same time police officers around the world are taught very different methods of interrogation, 
some of which are controversial, based on deceit, verbal aggression and psychological tiring 
of the interrogated – these are what is called „oppressive techniques”. In this work I tried to 
answer the following questions. At what level do police officers accept these techniques? 
Which social parameters influence this level of acceptance? What is the role of empathy in 
these attitudes? Answers to two questionnaires - a polish adaptation of Baron-Cohens’ Short-
EQ and an authorial questionnaire measuring the attitudes towards oppressive interrogation 
techniques - where gathered from a group of 50 police officers and 50 civilians with similar 
social characteristics. Results suggest that police officers have a higher acceptance for 
oppressive interrogation techniques than the general population. What is more, the officers 
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with lower education tend to have a more positive attitude towards oppressive interrogation 
techniques than officers with higher education. It was also shown that police officers have, on 
average, lower empathy levels than people not working in the police force and that there is a 
weak negative correlation between empathy level and the level of acceptance towards 
oppressive interrogation techniques.  
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Location 

 
The conference will be held in Mare building of the university room M-218. If you come 
from the city centre, then enter the Astra building (address: Narva mnt. 27), go to the 2nd floor 
to take a bridge to Mare building and you have arrived. 
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Conference dinner 

Dinner will be held at 7PM at Odeon (address: Kopli 27, www.odeon.ee).  

Take tram no. 1 (passes by the university) or no. 2, direction Kopli, stop Angerja (5 more 
stops from the Baltic station (Balti jaam). It is roughly a 20-minute ride from the university / 
city centre. Odeon is on the other side of the road if you come out of the tram, you can see 
their sign from the left hand side if you start to arrive to Angerja tram stop. The last tram back 
to the centre come ~11.45PM. 
 

 
 
General transportation info 

 
You do not have to necessarily take a taxi from the airport, trams also run frequently to the 
city centre and back. Ticket from the bus/tram is 2 EUR. If you buy a local transportation 
green card (cannot be bought on board bus/tram)for 2 EUR from the stores/minimarts (called 
R-Kiosk, also in the airport), then you can buy either a 1-day ticket for 3 EUR or 3-day ticket 
for 5 EUR. 
 
If you take taxi from the airport then be aware that taxi rates are not limited by law in Estonia. 
Before you start your ride, make sure that the rate is acceptable to you and, if possible, ask the 
driver for the estimated fare. In order to avoid any unpleasant experiences with taxis, the 
airport recommends that you only use our partner taxis waiting at the official taxi park of the 
airport. The official taxi partners of Tallinn Airport are Tulika Takso, Tallink Takso, Airport 
Taxi and Tulika Premium, whose cars will be waiting for passengers right in front of the 
terminal doors. You can also take Uber or Bolt. 
 
 
 


