Peace, Conflict and Democracy (PECOD)
The aim of PECOD is to integrate peace research and democracy research in a single programme. It will be larger than the current PECOS programme, and include a specialized advanced introductory course covering peace and conflict science and democracy research.
The Master's in Peace, Conflict and Democracy provides analytical tools and empirical evidence to understand the conditions for peace, conflict, democracy and dictatorship. It is one of the few Master’s Programmes in the world to give joint training in both peace research and democracy research, two closely connected fields of study that addresses some of the key international challenges of today.
A combination of advanced training in research methods and theory with practitioner perspectives equips students for a variety of careers. PECOD is suited for students who want to combine rigorous analysis with practical perspectives on complex conflict- or democracy-related challenges in an international context.
About the Master's Programme in Peace, Conflict and Democracy
Social scientists have sounded the alarm about two major global challenges: An increase in armed conflict worldwide and unfolding democratic backsliding. Two broad research traditions explore these issues: 1) peace research and 2) democracy and regime research. However, these two fields are often taught separately. Yet, in practice the research agendas and scholarly communities in these fields often overlap. Moreover, they are methodologically, theoretically and thematically connected. PECOD is one of the few MA degrees bridging these two fields of study, with the purpose of addressing some of the most important challenges of our time.
Peace and democracy go hand in hand, both theoretically and practically. While democracy is the peaceful competition for political power, autocracy represents political competition through either outright violence or the threat of violence. Furthermore, the political regime type is deeply connected to armed conflict, at both the international and domestic level.
PECOD aims at answering a range of questions about the causes of conflict and autocratic rule, and the preconditions for peace and democracy, such as: What are the causes of war? Why do countries become democratic or autocratic? How do we define and categorize different types of war? How do we measure and define political regimes? What causes democracies to erode? What explains global trends in democratization, autocratization, and armed conflict? It will also address the linkages between political regimes and peace and conflict more directly, exploring questions such as:
What is the relationship between political regime type and different forms of armed conflict? How does the distribution of power among states affect the likelihood of inter-state war? How does great power politics affect the strength of democracy? How do shifts in international order affect the distribution of domestic political regimes? How do political regimes and domestic conflict intersect? What explains political violence in different types of political orders?
PECOD will:
· Provide students with skills and knowledge to study and analyze the multifaceted nature political regimes and armed conflict.
· Have a strong focus on methods and empirical analysis.
· Give lectures and guidance from top researchers in democracy and peace research.
· Cooperate with other important research institutions, such as PRIO, IFS, NUPI, Fafo, and V-DEM (?).
· Give students the option to do an internship as part of your degree.
· Give students the option to do fieldwork related to their master's thesis.
· Have a small number of students, which allows for more attention to each individual and a closely-knit, collaborative environment.
Career prospects
PECOD will make you highly attractive in both the public and the private sector. The degree will give you a strong basis for applying for jobs within sectors and institutions such as:
· Government agencies, for example the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
· International organisations, such as the UN and NATO
· Aid organisations and other NGOs
· Research institutions
· Media
· The programme qualifies for the PhD programme at the Faculty of Social Sciences (given sufficiently good results)
You can read more about here: Work-life-Relevance, Competence Awareness, and Practical Components in our Studies
Discover Your Future
Preparing for life after graduation is a process that takes time and starts early. We have created a program to make it easier for you to discover your options along the way and make way for good choices later. You will learn more about how you can plan and set goals for yourself, and what you may not be able to plan for. You will gain insight into what may be relevant experiences on the way forward and how you can use your time to explore your options for further education or work. You will also get concrete tools along the way that you can use to find your direction.
Read more about career courses
Student life
· You will be part of a small class and an intimate study environment.
· Your fellow students will be highly skilled and motivated students from around the world.
· You will have a student council that constantly works for a social and good learning environment.
· Read more about student experiences here.
Knowledge
· You have a strong empirical and conceptual foundation for analyzing longstanding and emerging challenges to international peace and democracy.
· You can identify and assess ethical considerations relating to research and analysis in the fields of peace research and democracy research.
· You can select and apply suitable advanced methodological tools for analyzing specific research questions in the fields of peace research and democracy research.
Skills
· You are able to obtain, process and assess different kinds of data in a systematic and critical manner.
· You are able to conduct analysis on emerging challenges to peace, democracy and security with limited or incomplete data.
· You can apply basic principles of research design and discuss challenges relating to inference associated with different kinds of data in the fields of democracy research and peace research.
· You can discuss methodological and empirical constraints and limitations in existing research and identify their implications.
Competences
· You practice scientific values such as openness, rationality, precision, and transparency.
· You are skilled in applying different research methods (qualitative and quantitative) and are familiar with the tools and software associated with these methods.
· You can make an independent and qualified assessment of other people’s work, give constructive feedback, and incorporate feedback into your own work.
· You can access and navigate large amounts of information and assess its scientific value and relevance for a specific task.
SIGNATURE COURSE: PECOD 4001 –Introduction to Peace, Conflict and Democracy Research 
Course content
This course covers central theories of peace, conflict and political regimes (democracy, autocracy) and provides an introduction to the causes of political conflict (war, conflict, civil war), the origins of different political regime types (autocracy and democracy), and the connections between regime types and conflict.
The central premise of the course is the core idea that democracy, autocracy, and conflict and peace are different instantiations of a struggle for political power among organized groups: Full democracy is the expression of non-violent political competition, while peaceful dictatorship is an order supported by the latent or manifest threat of violent coercion (repression). Violent conflict is the antithesis to democratic political competition. Furthermore, political institutions and regimes shape the conditions for conflict and peace, in both international and domestic politics.
The course will discuss how to define and measure war, conflict, democracy, and autocracy as social scientific phenomena, as well as some central explanatory theories of political regimes and conflict. The course will cover important subtypes and processes that fit within these categories, such as civil war, interstate war, ethnic conflict, democratization, democratic backsliding, various types of autocratic regimes, political repression, and the micro-dynamics of conflict and political regimes. The course will also review empirical support for the explanatory theories covered in the course.
Learning outcome
Knowledge:
Students will
· Be familiar with main concepts and definitions associated with studies of conflict, peace, democracy and autocracy.
· Acquire knowledge of main theoretical perspectives and key issues of intra- and international conflict, democratization, democratic backsliding, and autocratic rule.
· Be introduced to the relationship between conflict and political regimes.
· Gain understanding of the main global contemporary threats to democracy.
· Gain tools to assess challenges for sustaining democracy and peace in the future.
· Be introduced to the relationship between conflict, political regimes and key explanatory factors such as e.g. in the categories of economics, culture, collective agency, resource inequality, power relationships, and technological development.
· Be familiar with the empirical support of main theories and hypotheses in the course.
Skills:
Students will
· Acquire understanding of how theories and explanatory factors at different levels can be combined in analyses of democracy and peace.
· Be able to formulate researchable questions and analyse them according to scientific methods of research.
· Be able to communicate academic knowledge in writing and orally and provide constructive criticism of other students’ assignments.
Competences:
Students will
· Acquire general understanding of key factors and mechanisms causing conflict and enabling peace and be able to critically analyze historic and comparative cases of intra- and international conflict, war and peace.

