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Background 

From 1995 Arnlaug Leira is full Professor of Sociology in the Department of Sociology and 

Human Geography at the University of Oslo, Norway. She was formerly Research Director/ 

Senior Research Fellow in the Institute for Social Research, Oslo. Leira has published 

extensively on family change and welfare state policy reform in Scandinavia; gender and 

work; and care, gender and citizenship in modern welfare states.  

 

Recent research interests include: 

 gender, caring and citizenship 

 families and welfare states: family change and public policy reform 

 

 

Teaching: Scandinavian welfare states: family, work and gender equality. 

 

 

Arnlaug Leira has has been a visiting Research Fellow in universities in Europe and the US, 

and has lectured at universities in Europe, the US, and Australia. She has participated in 

several European research projects and networks, e.g., Defining Family Obligations in 

Europe; Women, Welfare State and Citizenship; Gender and Citizenship: Social Integration 

and Social Exclusion; and Mothers as Workers and Carers: Social Practices and Social 

Policies; Gendered Citizenship in Europe. From 1998 to 2008 she was one of the editors of 

the Yearbook of Comparative Social Research, volume editor of the CSR-1999 volume on 

Family Change, and co-edited (with Chiara Saraceno) the CSR-2008 volume: Childhood: 

Changing Contexts. She has served i.a. on the Review Board of Contemporary Sociology and 

on the editorial board of Social Politics. 

 Leira has served on the Board of Directors of  i.a. the Norwegian Research Council 

for Applied Social Research, chaired the Norwegian Research Council‟s Committee for 

Sociology, served on the Joint Committee of the Nordic Research Council for the Social 

Sciences, and on the Executive Board of the European Sociological Association. In the 

Department of Sociology, she was for a number of years a member of the elected Board, and 

headed the PhD-programme.  

 

 
Selected Publications:  
 

Books / edited volumes 

 

 

 (2008) A. Leira and C. Saraceno (vol. eds.) Childhood: Changing Contexts. Comparative 

Social Research, vol. 25, Bingley: JAI Press/Emerald. 408 pages. 
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(2007), Lister, R., Williams, F., Anttonen, A., Bussemaker, J., Gerhard, U., Heinen, J., 

Johansson, S., Leira, A., Siim, B., Tobío, C., with A. Gavanas, (eds.) Gendering citizenship in 

Western Europe.  Policy Press 2007. 175 s.   

 

(2006) A.L. Ellingsæter and A. Leira (eds.) Politicising Parenthood. Gender relations in 

welfare states. Bristol: Policy Press. 286 pages.  

 

(2004) A.L. Ellingsæter and A. Leira (eds.)Velferdsstaten og familien. Oslo: 

Gyldendal/Akademisk.  324 pages.  

 

(2002) A. Leira Working Parents and the Welfare State.  Family Change and Policy Reform 

in Scandinavia. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 182 pages. Reissued as CUP 

paperback 2010. – Translated into Lithuanian (2006), as Dirbantys Tevai Ir Socialines 

Geroves Valstybe. Kintanti seima ir politikos reforme Skandinavijoje. Lygiu galimybiu pletros 

centras. Eugrimas: Vilnius. 191 pages.  

 

( 2000) T.P. Boje & A. Leira (eds.) Gender, Welfare State and the Labour Market. London: 

Routledge. 252 pages.  

 

(1999) A. Leira (vol.ed.) Family Change: Practices, Policies, and Values. Comparative 

Social Research, vol.18. Stamford, Connecticut : JAI Press Inc. 247 pages. 

 

(1992) A. Leira Welfare States and Working Mothers. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. (Reprinted 1994). Reissued as CUP paperback 2009. To be included in CUP electronic 

editions 2010. 

 

 

  

Articles/chapters:  

 

2010 

 

“The childcare transition in Scandinavia: family change and policy reform‟. Ch. 7 in Nevile, 

A. (ed.) Human Rights and Social Policy: A Comparative Analysis of Values and Citizenship 

in OECD Countries. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

 

Leira, A. ”Familie og velferdsstat- en ny kompleksitet”.  Ch. 10 in Frønes, I. og L. Kjølsrød 

(red.) Det norske samfunn, Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. Pp 237-260.  

 

Birkelund, G., Kalleberg, R, A. Leira ”Etableringen av et institutt for soiologi ved 

Universitetet i Oslo på 1950-tallet”. I,  id.eds.  Sosiologisk Årbok, 2, pp. 2-23  

 

 

2009 

Leira, A. “Care, Social Citizenship and Conflict: Gender Matters”. In Baert, P., Koniordos, S., 

Procacci, G. and C. Ruzza (eds.) Conflict, Citizenship and Civil Society, London/New York: 

Routledge. Pp 91-110. 

  

 

2008  
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Leira, A. “Childcare: Parental Responsibility and Social Right”, L'Homme, Zeitschrift für  

Feministische Geschichtswissenschaft,  vol. 19, 1, 81-103.  

 

Leira. A. and  Saraceno, C. “Childhoods: Changing Contexts – Introduction”. In Leira. A. and 

C. Saraceno, (vol. eds.) Childhoods: Changing Contexts, Comparative Social Research, vol. 

25. pp 1- 24.  

  

2007 

Anttonen, A., Johansson, S. and A. Leira  ”Gendered Citizenship: the care of young children”. 

In Lister, R. and  F.Williams et al (eds.) Gendering Citizenship in Western Europe. Bristol: 

Policy Press. Pp 108-136. 

 

Ellingsæter, A.L./A. Leira.  ”Familienpolitischen Reformen in Skandinavien – 

Gleichberechtigung der Geschlechter und Wahlfreiheit der Eltern” WSI-Mitteilungen, pp. 546-

553. 

 

2006 

 

Leira, A. “Parenthood change and policy reform in Scandinavia, 1970s-2000s”.  In 

Ellingsæter, A. L. and A. Leira (eds) Politicising Parenthood in Scandinavia. Gender 

relations in welfare states. Bristol: Policy Press. Pp. 27-51. 

 

Ellingsæter, A. L. and A. Leira  “Introduction: politicising parenthood in Scandinavia. In 

Ellingsæter. A. L. and A. Leira (eds.) Politicising Parenthood in Scandinavia .Gender 

relations in welfare states. Pp. 1-24. 

 

Ellingsæter, A. and A. Leira  “Epilogue: Scandinavian policies of parenthood - a success 

story?” In Ellingsæter. A. L. and Leira, A. (eds.) Politicising Parenthood in Scandinavia. 

Gender relations in welfare states. Pp 265-267.  

 

Leira, A. and Saraceno, C.  „Care: actors, relationships, contexts‟, Sosiologi i dag, vol. 36, no 

3, pp. 7-34. (Revised and reprinted from: Leira, A. and Saraceno, C. (2002), “Care: actors, 

relationships, contexts”).  

 

 

2005 

Leira, A., Tobio, C., R. Trifiletti, ”Kinship and informal support: Care resources for the first 

generation of working mothers in Norway, Italy and Spain”. In Gerhard, U., Knijn, T. und A. 

Weckwert (eds.),  Working Mothers in Europe. A comparison of Policies and Practices.  

Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. Pp. 74-96. (Translated and revised from Leira et al. 2003). 

 

2004 

 

Leira, A. “Post-industrial families – new forms of bonding”. In Knijn, T. and A. Komter 

(eds.), Solidarity between the sexes and the generations: Transformations in Europe. 

Cheltenham:Edward Elgar. pp.185-200. 

 

Leira, A. ”‟Omsorgsstaten‟ og familien”. I Ellingsæter, A. L. og A. Leira (red.), 

Velferdsstaten og familien. Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. Pp 67-99. 
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Ellingsæter, A. L. og A. Leira ”Innledning: Velferdsstaten og familien”. I Ellingsæter, A. L. 

og A.Leira,  Velferdsstaten og familien. Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. Pp 13-38. 

 

 

2003 

Leira, A. ”Familier og velferdsstat. Familieendring og politisk reform i 1990-åra”. Kap 10, i 

Frønes, I. og Kjølsrød, L. (red.), Det norske samfunn. 4. utgave. Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. 

pp. 261-282. 

 

Leira, A., Tobio, C., R.Trifiletti. “Verwandtschaftsnetze und informelle Unterstützung: 

Betreuungsressourcen für die erste Generation erwerbstätiger Mütter in Norwegen, Italien und 

Spanien“. In Gerhard, U., Knijn, T. und A. Weckwert (hrsg), Erwerbstätige Mütter. Ein 

europäischer Vergleich. München: Verlag C.H. Beck. pp. 131-161. 

 

Leira, A. “Mothers, Markets and the State. A Scandinavian Model”. In Cheal, D. (ed). 

Critical Concepts in Sociology, vol 4. Family and Society. London: Routledge. (Reprinted 

from Journal of Social Policy, 1992). 

 

2002 

Leira, A.”Updating the gender contract? Childcare reforms in Scandinavia in the 1990s”. 

NORA. Nordic Journal of Women’s Studies, vol 10 (2): 81-89. 

 

Leira, A. and C. Saraceno “Care: actors, relationships and contexts. The multidimensional 

concept of care” In Hobson, B., Lewis, J., B. Siim (eds.), Contested Concepts in Gender and 

Social Politics. London: Edward Elgar. Pp. 55-83. (Reprinted paperback 2004). 

 

2001 

Leira, A. “'Public‟ family and 'caring' state. Family change and policy reform in the 

Nordic countries”. In Knijn,T. and Komter, A. (eds): Shifting patterns of solidarity between 

the sexes and the generations. Transformations in Europe. Amsterdam: Koninklijke 

Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen. 

 

Leira, A.‟”Innledning: Hvem skal passe barna?”. I: Magnussen, M.-L.,; Godal, B., Leira, A. 

Hvem skal passe barna? Kontantstøtte, barnetilsyn og foreldres lønnsarbeid.  Rapport 

1/2001, Institutt for sosiologi og samfunnsgeografi, Oslo, 2001 s. 1-14. 

 

Magnussen, M.L., Godal, B., Leira, A. (red) Hvem skal passe barna? Kontantstøtte, 

barnetilsyn og foreldres lønnsarbeid.  Rapport 1/2001, Institutt for sosiologi og 

samfunnsgeografi, Oslo, 2001. 

 

2000 
Leira, A.”Combining work and family: Nordic policy reforms in the 1990s‟. In Boje, T. P.& 

Leira, A. (eds). Gender, Welfare State and the Market. Towards a new division of 

labour.London: Routledge .pp. 157-174. 

 

Boje, T. P. & A. Leira (eds).”Introduction: Gender, welfare state and the labour market”. In 

Boje, T. P.& A.Leira (eds). Gender, Welfare State and the Labour Market. Towards a new 

division of labour. London:Routledge. pp. 1-20. 
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