SOSGEO2302 – Environment and Society
Course content
What are the social, economic, political and cultural processes that are driving the climate and biodiversity crisis and influencing responses? How can we understand environmental change? And what is the role of perception and technologies, forms of knowledge, culture, power, inequality and history in these processes?
Throughout this course, we will explore different ways to view environmental issues, human-environment relationships and their social dimensions. Key concepts, theories and debates about environmental problems will be presented. The issue of climate change will be a focal point for examining different perspectives on drivers and responses of contemporary environmental change.
As part of this course, students will learn basic methodological skills through regular exercises in ethnographic writing. Students will undertake a project using fieldwork to reflect on relations between their own lives and larger social structures, as well as the role of individuals in addressing environmental change.
Learning outcome
Knowledge
You will learn to
· understand key concepts, theories and debates about environmental problems, including causes and responsibility, impacts and vulnerability, resilience, adaption, human security and energy justice
· become familiar with different social drivers of environmental problems, such as globalization, culture, social organization, the role of capitalism and different features of modernity. 
· explain the role that discourses, beliefs, worldviews and emotions play in framing problems and solutions
· discuss the significance and relations between different drivers of environmental problems
· understand how contributions from the social sciences can contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of environmental problems and solutions
Skills and competence
You will be able to
· gain experience with writing in order to understand how individual experiences are related and affected by larger socioenvironmental forces
· improve your ability to read, engage with and discuss scientific literature about climate change and environmental degradation
· critically engage with different perspectives and approaches to environmental problems, and experience with presenting and defending viewpoints among a group of students
Teaching
The teaching consists of lectures and seminars held at the Blindern campus, University of Oslo, and will be given in English. The e-learning tool Canvas will be used.
During the course, students will carry out an ethnographic project and complete short, relevant writing and media exercises. Undertaking feasible fieldwork and documenting this through ethnographic writing exercises will be an important part of the learning format.
Examination
Examination
The exam is a written school examination (4 hours), where you be asked to reflect on your own ethnographic project in relation to the course readings.
See previous exams
Examination support material
Students are allowed to bring one notebook with handwritten notes.
Usage of a dictionary during the examination is allowed, subject to prior inspection by SV-info. See guidelines for further details.
Language of examination
The examination text is given in English. You may write your examination paper in Norwegian, Swedish, Danish or English.
Grading scale
Grades are awarded on a scale from A to F, where A is the best grade and F is a fail. Read more about the grading system.

