SOSGEO4011 Desk-based qualitative methods

Course content
In this course, you will learn how to collect and analyse qualitative data through various desk-based strategies. The course spans various data sources, both textual and visual, and allows you to get an overview of a variety of research traditions and learn their methodological justification. The course will offer you practical experience with the collection and analysis of different forms of text, from policy documents, media articles and archives, to photographs, advertising imagery, maps and web pages.

 Learning outcome
Knowledge objectives
Throughout this course, you will acquire in-depth knowledge about
· the generation and analysis of text-based, visual and digital qualitative data
· important qualitative research traditions, including document analysis, archival research, digital ethnography, visual methods and qualitative use of geographic information systems (GIS)
· visual data sources such as images, video, maps, and web pages and their application in qualitative research
· the methodological underpinnings of studying digital, visual and spatial data 

Skill objectives
Throughout this course, you will learn how to
· collect or generate digital, textual and visual data from online sources and archives
· use software in the processing of digital, textual and visual sources
· report digital, textual and visual data in credible ways in research publications

General competence
This course will enable you to
· develop an experience-based and methodologically qualified understanding of how to study digital, visual and spatial data
· design and carry out digital and desk-based qualitative research projects


Admission
Admission to the course is dependent on admission to a master’s degree programme at the Department of Sociology and Human Geography. 

The course is open to master specialisation in didactics for social science in the Teacher Education Programme (Lektorprogrammet) - please see the link for information regarding admission.

Recommended previous knowledge 
It is recommended that students complete SOSGEO4000 or an equivalent. Students are assumed to have basic knowledge of research design and social science methodology.
Obligatorisk forkunnskapskrav

Overlap
2 credits overlap with HGO4010

Teaching
The course consists of learning sessions combining lectures with student-driven seminar exercises.

Examination
4-hour school exam.

Language
The examination text is given in English. You may submit your response in Norwegian, Swedish, Danish or English. 
Grading scale
Grades are awarded on a pass/fail scale. Read more about the grading system.





















