SGO2302 – Reading list for 2024

The new readings are marked in red.


Textbook: Leichenko, R. M. and O’Brien, K. 2024. Climate and Society: Transforming the Future. Second Edition. Cambridge: Polity Press.  

Lecture 1:  The Social Challenge of Environmental Change (week 4 – Jan 20)
· Leichenko and O’Brien 2019 (Ch. 1 – The Social Challenge of Climate Change)
· Steffen, W., Richardson, K., Rockström, J., et al., 2015. Planetary boundaries: Guiding human development on a changing planet. Science 347(6223): 1259855-2–1259855-10.
· Sultana, F., 2022. Critical climate justice. The Geographical Journal 188(1): 118–124.

· Recommended: Solnit, R. (2023). “Difficult is Not the Same as Impossible.” In Solnit, R. and Lutunatabua, T.Y.  (eds): Not Too Late: Changing the Climate Story from Despair to Possibility. Chicago: Haymarket Books.

Lecture 2: Climate Change: Is Scientific Knowledge Enough? (week 5 – Jan 27)
· Leichenko and O’Brien 2019 (Ch. 2 – Scientific Evidence of Climate Change)
· Lewandowsky, S., 2021. Climate Change Disinformation and How to Combat It. Annual Review of Public Health 42(1): 1–21. 
· Moser, S.C. and Dilling, L., 2011. Communicating climate change: Closing the science–action gap. The Oxford Handbook of Climate Change and Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 161–74.
· Krange, O., Kaltenborn, B.P. and M. Hultman. 2019. Cool dudes in Norway: climate change denial among conservative Norwegian men. Environmental Sociology 5:1: 1-11.

· Recommended: Hassol, S.J., 2023. The Right Words Are Crucial to Solving Climate Change. Scientific American.


Lecture 3: Discourses and Frames of Environmental Problems and Solutions (week 6 – Feb 3)
· Leichenko and O’Brien 2019 (Ch. 3 – Climate Change Discourses)
· Dryzek, J. 2013. Making Sense of Earth’s Politics: A Discourse Approach. Chapter 1 (Pages 3-23) in Dryzek, John. 2013. The Politics of the Earth: Environmental Discourses Oxford: Oxford University Press. (21 pages) 
· Rice, J., Long, J., and Levenda, A., 2022. Against climate apartheid: Confronting the persistent legacies of expendability for climate justice. Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space 5(2): 625–645.
· Jensen, L. C. 2012. Norwegian petroleum extraction in Arctic waters to save the environment: introducing discourse co-optation’ as a new analytical term. Critical Discourse Studies 9:1: 29-38.
· O’Brien, K. 2018. Is the 1.5°C Target Possible? Exploring the Dynamics of Social Transformations. COSUST 31: 153-160 Available online (7 pages)

· Recommended: Wildcat, D.R., 2009. Red alert! saving the planet with indigenous knowledge. Golden, CO: Fulcrum. Chapter 2, The Truth is Not Inconvenient – It is Deadly.

Lecture 4: The Role of Worldviews, Beliefs, and Emotions (week 7 – Feb 10)
· Leichenko and O’Brien 2019 (Ch. 4 – Worldviews, Beliefs and Emotions) 
· Hamilton, J., 2022. “Alchemizing Sorrow Into Deep Determination”: Emotional Reflexivity and Climate Change Engagement. Frontiers in Climate 4: 786631. 
· Ives, C.D., Freeth, R. and J. Fischer. 2020. Inside-out sustainability: The neglect of inner worlds. Ambio 49:208–217.
· Schlitz, M. M., Vieten, C., and Miller, E. M., 2010. Worldview transformation and the development of social consciousness. Journal of Consciousness Studies 17(7–8): 18–36.

· Recommended: Harding, S. 2006. “Animus Mundi” – Chapter 1 in Animate Earth: Science, Intuition and Gaia. White River Junction, VT: Chelsea Green Publishing.

Lecture 5: The Social Drivers of Environmental Change (week 9 – Feb 24)
· Chapter 5 “The Social drivers of greenhouse gas emissions” in Leichenko, R. M. and O‘Brien, K (2024). Climate and Society: Transforming the Future. 
· Chapter 3 “Examining drivers of environmental impacts” in Stuart, D. (2021). What is environmental sociology? Polity Press (pages 41-69)
· Gössling, S. & Humpe, A. (2023). Millionaire spending incompatible with 1,5 degree ambitions. Cleaner Production Letters 4 (2023) 100027 
· Wilhite et al (1996). A cross-cultural analysis of energy use behavior in Japan and Norway. Energy Policy. Vol 24. No 9. Pp 795-803.

· Recommended: Knight, K. W. Rosa, E. A. & Schor, J. B. (2013) Could working less reduce pressures on the environment? A cross-national panel analysis of OECD-countries, 1970-2007. Global Environmental Change 23 (2013) 691-700

Lecture 6: Energy, Justice and Power (week 10 – Mar 3)

· Chapter 6 “A world of energy” in Leichenko, R. M. and O‘Brien, K (2024). Climate and Society. Transforming the Future. 
· Malm, A. (2013). The Origins of Fossil Capital: From Water to Steam in the British Cotton Industry. Historical Materialism 21.1. (2013) 15-68
· Simpson, M. (2022). Fossil Urbanism: fossil fuel flows, settler colonial circulations and the production of carbon cities. Urban Geography, 43:1, 101-122
· Bell, S. E., Fitzgerald, J. & York, R. (2019). Protecting the power to pollute: Identity co-optation, gender and the public relations strategies of fossil fuel industries in the United States. Environmental Sociology, 5:3, 323-338

· Recommended reading: Sicotte, D. M. & Joyce, K. A. Not a ‘Petro_metro‘: Challenging fossil fuel expansion. Environmental Sociology, 3:4, 337-347.

Lecture 7: The Role of Social Organization (week 11 – Mar 10)

· Chapter 4 “Identifying solutions” in Stuart, D. (2021). What is environmental sociology? Polity Press (pages 41-69).
· Rosa, H. (2003). Social acceleration: Ethical and Political Consequences of a Desynchronized High-Speed Society. Constellations Volume 10, Issue 1.
· Shove, E. (2003). Converging conventions of Comfort, Cleanliness and Convenience. Journal of Consumer Policy 26, 395-418.

· Recommended reading: Aliagha, G. U. & Cin, NG Yin (2013). Perceptions of Malaysian Office Workers on the Adoption of the Japanese Cool Biz Concept of Energy Conservation. Journal of Asian and African Studies 48 (4), 427-446.

Lecture 8: Biodiversity and Land-use Change (week 12 – March 17)
· Caro, T., Rowe, Z., Berger, J., Wholey, P., and Dobson, A., 2022. An inconvenient misconception: Climate change is not the principal driver of biodiversity loss. Conservation Letters 15(3): e12868. 
· Elias, M. Joshi, D. and R. Meinzen-Dick. 2020. Restoration for Whom, by Whom? A Feminist Political Ecology of Restoration. Ecological Restoration 39: 1-2.   
· Gosnell, H., 2022. Regenerating soil, regenerating soul: an integral approach to understanding agricultural transformation. Sustainability Science 17: 603–620.
· Recommended: Fraanje, W. and Garnett, T., 2022. Rewilding and its implications for agriculture. TABLE. Available at: https://tabledebates.org/building-blocks/rewilding-and-its-implications-agriculture [Accessed September 17, 2023].

Lecture 8: Climate Change Impacts and Vulnerabilities (week 13 – March 24)
· Leichenko and O’Brien 2019 (Ch. 7 – Climate Change Impacts and Vulnerabilities) 
· Adger, W.N., Barnett, J., Brown, K., Marshall, N., and O’Brient al., K., 2013. Cultural dimensions of climate change impacts and adaptation. Nature Climate Change 3(2): 112–117. 
· Allison, E.A., 2015. The spiritual significance of glaciers in an age of climate change. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change 6(5): 493–508. 
· Thomas, K., et al. (2019). Explaining differential vulnerability to climate change: A social science review. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, 10(2), e565. Available Online (18 pages)

· Recommended: Eriksen, S.H., 2022. Is my vulnerability so different from yours? A call for compassionate climate change research. Progress in Human Geography 46(6): 1279–1297. 
Lecture 9 - Climate Change Adaptation and Human Security (week 14 – March 31)
· Leichenko and O’Brien (Chapter 8 – Climate Change as a Security Threat and Chapter 9 Adapting to Climate Change)
· Ajibade, I., 2019. Planned retreat in Global South megacities: Disentangling policy, practice, and environmental justice. Climatic Change 157(2): 299–317. 
· Eriksen, S.H., Nightingale, A.J., and Eakin, H., 2015. Reframing adaptation: The political nature of climate change adaptation. Global Environmental Change 35: 523–533. 
· Recommended: Schipper, E.L.F., 2020. Maladaptation: when adaptation to climate change goes very wrong. One Earth 3, 409–414.

Lecture 11: Transforming the Future (week 15 – April 7)
Leichenko and O’Brien (Ch.  10 – Transforming the Future)
· O’Brien, K., et al. 2023. Fractal approaches to scaling transformations to sustainability. Ambio 52: 1448-1461. 
· West et al. 2024.  Relational approaches to sustainability transformations: walking together in a world of many worlds. Ecosystems and People 20(1). 
· Ziervogel, G., Cowen, A., and Ziniades, J., 2016. Moving from adaptive to transformative capacity: Building foundations for inclusive, thriving, and regenerative urban settlements. Sustainability 8(10): 955. 
· Recommended: Macy, J. and Johnstone, C., 2022. Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We’re in with Unexpected Resilience and Creative Power, revised edn. Novato, CA: New World Library. Introduction and Chapter 10: Daring to Believe it is Possible.
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