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The	image	of	
form	and	style	

Lewis	Mumford	(1961):	
“…a	mulTtude	of	uniform,	
unidenTfiable	houses,	lined	up	
inflexibly,	at	uniform	distances,	on	
uniform	roads,	in	a	treeless	
communal	waste,	inhabited	by	
people	of	the	same	class,	the	
same	income,	the	same	age	group,	
witnessing	the	same	television	
performances,	eaTng	the	same	
tasteless	pre-fabricated	foods,	
from	the	same	freezers,	
conforming	in	every	outward	and	
inward	respect	to	a	common	
mold,	manufactured	in	the	central	
metropolis”	



The	land	use	
and	transport	

problem	

•  SuburbanisaTon	
and	urban	sprawl	

•  AutomobilisaTon	
and	high	gasoline	
use	per	capita	

Newman	&	Kenworthy	(1989)	



Greater	Oslo	–	its	centres	and	suburbs	



PopulaTon	development	in	Oslo	

0	

100000	

200000	

300000	

400000	

500000	

600000	

700000	

1949	 1959	 1969	 1979	 1989	 1999	 2009	

Oslo	

Inner	zone	

Outer	zone	



PopulaTon	development	in	Oslo	vs.	
suburban	municipaliTes	



ProducTon	of	suburbanisms	in	Oslo			
Part	I:	Before	modern	planning	(-1940)	
•  Wealthy	enclaves	
adjacent	to	the	city	or	
along	tram/railway	
corridors	

•  Dense	and	unregulated	
working	class	
developments	outside	
city	limits	as	industrial	
employment	rose	



ProducTon	of	suburbanisms		
Part	II:	“Under	planning”	(1945-1980)	

•  Large	scale	planning	and	
construcTon	of	funcTonalisTc	
satellite	new	towns	(22	towns)	

•  Large	scale	self-building	and	
municipal	planning	of	detached/
semi-detached	housing	

•  Welfare	state	policies	for	plans,	
land,	housing	and	infrastructure	



Master	plan	
of	1950	



From	modern	idyll	
to	planned	misery	



ProducTon	of	suburbanisms		
Part	III:	“AAer	planning”	(1980-)	

•  DeregulaTon	of	housing,	
privaTsaTon	of	planning,	
land,	and	infrastructure	

•  GentrificaTon	or	social	
filtering	

•  Housing	as	life	style	products	
(elecTve	belonging)	

•  The	suburban	is	urbanized,	
and	the	urban	suburbanized?	



Part	IV:	The	return	
of	planning(?)	

•  Planned	urbanizaTon	of	
suburbia	

•  CentralizaTon	of	growth	
along	urban	corridors	

•  Developing	
mulTfuncTonal	micro-
ciTes	

•  DensificaTon	around	
nodes,	promoTng	public	
transport	



Our	main	research	quesTons	
Can	a	transiTon	
towards	low-energy	
mobility	in	suburban	
centers	be	achieved:	
1.	What	kinds	of	
mobility	pracTces	and	
social	implicaTons	
2.	CollaboraTve	and	
mulT-scalar	
governance	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Case	study	of	miniciTes	

Sandvika	

Lillestrøm	 Ski	



The	problem	of	social	engineering	

•  Presupposes	raTonal	and	uTlity	maximizing	
inhabitants	

•  What	are	the	mobility	pracTces	of	in-movers?	
•  Will	life	styles	and	pracTces	change,	
developing	new	cultures?	

•  Who	will	be	able	to	move	into	the	“smart	
suburban	micro-ciTes”?	



Total	distance	
travelled	by	car	

(Throndsen	2017)	



Modal	split	
according	to	
residenTal	
locaTon	
(Throndsen	2017)	



Modal	split	
according	to	
desTnaTon	
locaTon	
(Throndsen	2017)	



The	challenges	of	regional	planning	in	
a	context	of	neoliberal	fragmentaTon	
•  Presupposes	parTcipatory	governance	across	
spaces	and	borders	

•  Superimposed	onto	a	privaTzed	planning	
regime	

•  Relies	on	increased	investment	in	public	
infrastructure	

•  Will	regional	planning	work	this	Tme?	



Counter-developments	I:	Avtjerna		



Counter-developments	II:	E18	



Next	steps	

•  Study	mobility	and	residenTal	pracTces,	
qualitaTvely	

•  InvesTgate	the	mulT-scalar	challenges	of	
governance	and	co-creaTon	(with	municipal	
partners	and	stakeholders)		

•  Make	comparaTons	with	similar	internaTonal	
cases	and	studies	

Thank	you	for	your	anenTon!		


