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YOUNG ADULT IMMIGRANTS IN EUROPE: BECOMING AN ACTIVE CITIZEN 
 
In youth sociology, citizenship is often equated with adult status and may be linked to leaving home, 

entering employment, establishing a family, and finally, acquiring legal obligations and rights (Hall et al., 

2000; Thomson et al., 2004). From this perspective, young people are citizens in the making, apprentices, 

not yet ready for adult citizenship status. The elements of citizenship include political participation and 

legal entitlement, commitment to shared values, community responsibilities and active civic participation 

(Hall et al., 2000). Specifically interesting is the connection between citizenship in the sense of becoming 

responsible and the transition to adulthood. This is in line with the life-story approach to the study of young 

adults, similar to the one outlined by Thomson et al. (2004). The concept of youth transition is central in 

this regard. Lynn Chisholm and Klaus Hurrelman (1995: 131) conceptualize the adolescent phase of life as a 

series of interrelated transitions between childhood and adulthood. The social milestones of the transition 

process relate to the major spheres of social life: education, work, peer group, leisure activities, cultural 

and political participation, and family. As citizenship traditionally has been discussed as duties and rights in 

relation to the state, political participation and civic activity might be seen as the most relevant aspects to a 

study of citizenship. But Thomson and her colleagues also thematize aspects such as establishing a family, 

getting an education, starting to work and leaving home as important aspects of citizenship. They all have 

to do with being an active participant in society, and with taking responsibility oneself instead of being 

dependent on others.  



 2 

 

In my presentation, I will focus on this transition phase for five young people living in five different 

European countries. The question is: What characterised their transition from youth to adulthood and their 

simultaneous transition to becoming integrated in another country? What factors opened up for them and 

what factors hindered their way to aacheiving full citizenship in the broad meaning of the word (not only in 

the sense of naturalisation)? What implications does their experiences have for European politics? 

 


