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Florian -“The support of your family” 

By Roberto Alzetta 

 

Background 

Florian was born in Bucharest, Romania in a relatively wealthy family. His father is a retired officer 

from the Ministry of Work and Employment and his mother is a primary school teacher. Before 

Ceasescu’s regime collapsed his father resigned and in the following years he started a real estate 

business.  

  

A view from Floria’s home in Bucharest 

Florian is the youngest in the family and has two brothers and one sister. Presently two brothers live 

in Italy (one in Rome and one in Genoa) while his sister remains in Romania. However, she has 

married a man who actually lives and works in Italy.  

Florian’s father has arranged an estate business in the surrounding areas of Bucharest and has 

invested money and energy in property construction. He built his business with some Italian 

investors who were seeking to take advantage of the chaotic situation in Romania after Ceasescu’s 

regime collapsed. Florian states that this was the reason for their eventual migration to Italy. The first 

to leave was his older brother who found a job in Rome through his father’s Italian connection. He 

has always been working in the construction business and received employment with a nation-wide 

construction company in Italy. Since then he has managed bring both Florian (2003) and the other 

brother (1998) to Italy.  Florian wanted to always leave Romania and he agreed with his parents that 

he would leave only after he completed his secondary schooling. He successfully attended an 

electrical school and he got his electrician certificate in 2002. His brother arranged a contract for him 

at a company in Rome and he moved there in March 2003 and he lived there for three years.  

Livelihood in Italy 

Florian worked hard as soon as he arrived in Rome. He managed to live with his older brother in a flat 

in Rome and this life was far from his expectations, especially since he suffers from his brother’s 

negative attitude and criticisms at home. His brother migrated to Italy in the early 1990s and married 
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an Italian woman after four years. He now has two children and this situation has created conflict 

with his brother who has expectations of how Florian should chart out his life. As a result of his 

brother’s criticisms, Florian decided to quit the job in Rome and to join his other brother in Genoa in 

2006. Florian refers to how the same situation happened to his other brother who started to live in 

Rome with his older brother and after decided to move to Genoa to start a new construction 

business with another Romanian friend.  

Life in Genoa is entirely different. Florian left a place where he was safe, secure and supported by his 

brother’s family and suddenly moved in with his brother, who was single, living in a shared flat with 

other co-nationals. The change was significant, but Florian expresses how he was happy to live his life 

the way he wanted to, despite the difficulties that it involved:  

“After a hard day of work, then you are free to do what you want...Before I had 

everything done, cleaned and ready but I was like in a prison: my brother always 

questioned my lifestyle, my habits and the friends I was dating after work. Now it is 

more difficult because I have to manage everything on my own, but I am free and 

independent...”  

Florian and his brother established their own construction company in 2007 and with their father’s 

financial support. At the beginning times were very hard, with little jobs and opportunities, which 

implied great sacrifices.  

 

Eventually they moved out on their own into a small flat. For a while they did not have enough 

money to survive and they had to be supported by their other brother and their family in Bucharest 

(their father sold some land for this reason). Now Florian tells us that he is better and that after a 

terrible period the business is running well. Florian explains how the construction business is highly 

competitive in Italy: there are Italians, Albanians, North Africans and Latin Americans all performing 

similar businesses. Due to the competition, prices are decreasing and you work harder for less 

money. Nevertheless Florian is still happy to have his own business along with his brother, because 

he feels there is nothing more satisfying than to be responsible for your own destiny:  

“To work for other people is not very secure anymore. You exchange your own freedom 

for a secure income that can often suddenly disappear when you are sacked from your 

job. Now at least it all depends on me and my ability to work and seek a contract, if I do 

not get a contract I starve, if I get one or more than one I can make and save 
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money...the business now is ok and I can save up some money. Last year me and my 

brother started our very first business, we bought a little flat, we renewed it and we sold 

it out for a good money. This is the business we are looking for and where we can make 

money...” 

 

Actually Florian and his brother are doing well now, they work hard and make some good money. 

They started to pay back the money they borrowed from their family and they see their future more 

positively now. They are also looking towards living separately and finding their own places. Florian 

has been engaged for several months to a Romanian girl but they often argue. She works as dancer 

at a night club and he is not happy about this. Florian wants her to quit and to come live with him, 

but this is not what she wants.  

 

At work in Genoa 

Florian is generally content with life, despite his original impressions of Italy and other Western 

European countries not being what he imagined. Life in Italy has been hard, and he feels he has been 

very lucky due to his family support. Otherwise he may have fallen into the wrong circles, since he 

has many friends who have faced trials in courts for on various charges: from violence and abuse, 

drug dealing, drunkenness, steeling and robberies. 

Life in Italy is difficult if you are not Italian, there is pressure from everywhere: for documents, for 

work, and on the street. He mentions that Romanians have poor reputation in Italy and in some 

respect he believes that the the Romanians themselves are to be blamed. He blames this on two 

main reasons: alcohol abuse and gender relations. He explains that Romanian people like to drink a 

lot and this causes serious consequences. When people drink too much they loose the control and 

this means that they encounter problems.  

The second point concerns the Romanian male attitude to have a violent and abusing relationship 

towards women. That also happens in Romania but here in Italy the problem is far more 

complicated. Romanian people are used to being dominant over women, they know they are 

powerful and normally they tend to exploit their power. Gender relations are different in Italy and in 

some circumstances Romanian women are far more easy that Italian ones. Florian thinks this might 

be because of the stigma Romanian men have here in Italy. Italian women are frightened of foreign 

people: on TV all the news speaks of is violence and harassment towards Italian women caused by 
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immigrants while very little is said when the aggressors are Italian. On the contrary, it is very difficult 

to meet “good” Romanian women in Italy. Florian explains this with the general idea that all 

Romanian women come over Italy to get married with an Italian or to work as a prostitute or night 

club entertainers. Of course Florian thinks that this is not true and that not all Romanian men and 

women can be boxed into this stereotype.  

Florian believes that the Romanian entrance into the European Union will cause more problems than 

ever before and that it will have negative effects on the social, cultural and practical relations among 

Italians and Romanians. First of all, now there will no longer be restrictions for Romanians to come to 

Italy freely and, secondly the mutated juridical status might lead some people to believe they can do 

anything they want here in Italy. Of course, life will be far easier for Romanians in Italy now since 

they will no longer have to fear not having documents that often take ages to be given.  

About the future, Florian imagines his life here in Italy; he wants to expand his business and looks 

forward to bringing his family here. He wants to marry a Romanian woman which may happen when 

he visits his family in Bucharest. He explains how as an immigrant who succeeded abroad he is 

pressured by his family friends to get married to one of their own daughters or relatives. He does not 

see himself married with an Italian but he does not exclude the option. He is proud to hold 

traditional attitudes towards gender roles which is what may make it difficult to establish a 

relationship with an Italian woman. Florian has strong ties with Romania and his heritage, 

nonetheless he does not expect to retire there. Here in Italy he feels positive and he is sure that 

despite all the rising xenophobic attitudes things will get better. He explains that in daily life it is 

crucial to maintain good relations with local people and that how you behave is much more 

important than where you come from. He is sure he will never have problems with people who know 

him and he says in exchange for this he will accept to be stigmatized from people who won’t know 

him.  

He says he does not have many Italian friends and he prefers to date with other Romanians. At the 

work place he is very open and in his company, an Italian and an Ecuadorian are employed along with 

three other Romanians. Florian explains that work ethic should be appreciated rather than origin.  

Commented Notes 

Florian’s migratory history is a typical successful example of labour migration to Italy. All classic 

elements of labour migration have come into play here: from chain migration to family support and 

investment to individual migrant efforts to migrate and build a livelihood in a new country. 

Nonetheless, some points arise to provide a better understanding of the current Italian situation and 

the way immigrants are welcomed and integrated into Italian societies. Given that Florian has always 

been supported by his father and family and he mentions that he has never faced situation of 

distress, insecurity and uncertainty, his experience of living in Italy is not all positive. 

 

The first emerging issue is Romania’s entrance into the European Union has provided Florian with a 

great deal of opportunity. Although he contradicts the general expectation that with the entrance 

into the EU all Romanian immigrants will have a better life when they migrate to countries such as 

Italy. His socio-cultural account and explanation for this is quite sophisticated and provides a 
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reflexive framework for understanding new trends in Italian public discourses over immigration, 

inclusion exclusion and racism.  

 
Secondly Florian’s account of a successful livelihood in Italy seems to be focused on an intra-cultural 
and strong network. All he has – and he seems to be quite successful and satisfied indeed – seems to 
have depended on the family and ethnic network that has supported him. This seems to be the result 
of personal drive as well as the need to find alternative ways of finding support in a situation where 
opportunities and support at the institutional level are very poor. Florian’s success largely depended 
on family socio-economic capital, he is aware that in Italy migrants have to be focused, self-sufficient 
and organized if he/she wants to make a good life and livelihood. In essence all young adults of 
immigrant descent/origin experience and share this together – no matter whether they are 
successful and unsuccessful – while migrating to Italy: a country of good opportunities for those who 
have resources, ability and will to manage their own life who do not have support. 


