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Although Hervé is unemployed, he is involved in diverse associations. He is married and has 

a young daughter. Hervé would like to pursue a master's degree in the future. Currently he 

divides his time between studies and work. His maternal grandfather was the first to come 

to France in the 1970’s. His maternal grandmother came with her daughter in 1975. His 

father came in 1981 and met his wife in Nancy. After working as a construction worker, 

Hervé’s father opened a shop in “Haut du Lièvre.”  

 

 

The former shop of Hervé's parents 

 

Hervé spends much of his time helping the young people of the Haut du Lièvre 

neighbourhood organise their lives and engage in different activities such as sport, music, 

and so forth. He feels both French and Moroccan, but does not speak Arabic, except for his 

parents' dialect. 

 

H: My name is Hervé... I'm 24 years old and live in Nancy. My parents acquired 

French nationality a little over 10 years ago. I've been married for two years 

and a half and I have a young daughter who's going to turn 1. I'm currently 



looking for a job but I'm also involved in the associative sector. I'm the vice-

president of the MJC (youth community centre) in the Haut du Lièvre 

neighbourhood and the treasurer of “XXX”, a small association whose purpose 

is to find points of convergence between the working-class areas of Nancy. 

 

What is striking about Hervé is that he sees his commitment as being an essential part of his 

life. While he was unemployed and searching for jobs when we first met him, he still strove 

to help other young people facing difficulties. Since he has had the opportunity to study, he 

would like to continue his higher education in order to be accessible to all young people. 

Hervé is involved in an NGO as well as being politically committed. Regarding his 

involvement in the civil sector, Hervé grew up in a family who actively participated in the life 

of the Haut du Lièvre MJC (a socio-cultural organisation). Hervé first went to the MJC to play 

music and attend concerts. He then helped organise holidays for the youth of the 

neighbourhood and, as he explained to us, financed these holidays with the public funds he 

had obtained after setting up voluntary work projects in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Youth. 

 

I: How did your collaboration with the OPAC (office managing public housing 

in the “Haut du Lièvre”) work? What did you exactly do? 

H: Well, we did different things, depending on the number of people available 

… from refurbishing lobbies to cleaning walls and repainting them, etc. … And 

rather than calling in external contractors,  we did the job ourselves with the 

building materials we’d been given … What we did wasn’t necessarily 

complicated but I think that the purpose of it was to give the youths involved a 

sense of responsibility. 

 

After several positive and negative experiences, he decided, with some of his friends, to join 

the board of the MJC. As the vice-president of the MJC, his objective is to promote a culture 

particularly targeting young people, but also create a culture originating from them. 

 



 

The building area of MJC 

 

When he was studying, he noticed that the young people of the Haut du Lièvre were 

confined within their neighbourhood. He therefore decided to create his own association to 

bring these people as well as people living in other areas of the city together around sports 

and music. He thought that if young people could meet, they would be more active, they 

would engage in various activities and avoid closing themselves off. 

 

H: We tell them to do something, to get out of the neighbourhood. But some 

of them stay there and it's true that … the situation is difficult to analyse, 

difficult to understand. But you eventually realise that these people are scared 

to meet the outside world. That's why I've talked earlier of deterritorialisation.  

I try to remove the borders which people have drawn, sometimes in their 

minds. 

 

Hervé is also politically committed. After the shock caused by the qualification of Jean-Marie 

Le Pen, the former president of The National Front Party, and according to Jacques Chirac is 

“racist and xenophobic”, for the second round of the 2002 presidential elections, Hervé 

realised that many young people had not even bothered to vote. He thus understood how 

important political commitment was and started to check whether the young people of the 



Haut du Lièvre were registered on electoral rolls. After meeting other young people of the 

Haut du Lièvre who were members of the Socialist party, he decided to join the party's local 

branch in Nancy. 

 

Hervé visiting his neighbourhood with us 

 

Today, he is still has strong ties with the socialist party and tries to bring the inhabitants of 

the Haut du Lièvre together so that they can take their future into their own hands. His main 

objective is quite coherent: through open-mindedness, openness to the world, he tries to 

turn people with immigrant backgrounds who live in working-class areas into full citizens. To 

do so, he promotes participation and urges people to take their future into their very own 

hands. 


