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Our Entangled Future 
  

Short Stories to Empower Quantum Social Change  
 
 

“New metaphors have the power to create a new reality.” 
(Lakoff and Johnson, 1980, p. 145) 

 
 

 
A Call for New Stories 
We invite both writers and researchers to submit creative short stories in all genres for inclusion 
in an anthology that contributes to a new narrative on climate change. We encourage writers to 
contribute stories that highlight the “potentiality” for positive social change. We seek stories that 
will help us to envision and embody deeper expressions of human agency. By harnessing the 
power of storytelling, we would like to move beyond descriptions of purely utopian or dystopian 
futures and dualistic patterns of genesis-destruction. Recognizing the power of language, 
meaning, and metaphors to create a new reality, we are particularly interested in stories that 
capture the potential for quantum social change.  
 
We need stories, metaphors, and narrative networks that challenge society’s tepid response to 
climate change. We need stories that are capable of challenging dominant modes of thinking, 
relating, acting, and governing – stories that inspire new understandings on the nature of humans 
and non-humans and their relationships. Stories that draw attention to the potentiality of the 
present, including the power of groups to realize social change and activate “the politics of the 
possible.” We need stories that confront the limitations of a dualistic, deterministic, and 
inanimate worldview and instead offer insights into a reality that is connected, entangled, 
uncertain, and ripe with possibility – a world of complementarity, non-locality, and potentiality. 
Regardless of whether “quantum” is taken as a metaphor or reality, we need stories that activate 
both individual and collective change.   
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Our Entangled Future seeks to engage the creative agility within ourselves and our communities. 
We are particularly eager to include stories that explore “new ontological metaphors,” i.e., 
metaphors that give us a new view of problems and solutions, while also sanctioning actions, 
justifying inferences, and helping us to chart a new course (Lakoff and Johnson 1980). In Reality 
is Not What it Seems, physicist Carlo Rovelli (2016, 233) reminds us that “[t]he world is more 
extraordinary and profound than any of the fables told by our forefathers.” Or as physicist and 
feminist scholar Karen Barad (2007, 196) writes, “[t]he world and its possibilities for becoming 
are remade with each moment.”  The question we pose through this call for short stories is “Can 
we create compelling, exciting, and powerful stories to activate ourselves and our communities 
as both particles and waves of social change?” 
 
 
Why?  
Stories play a powerful role in transmitting personal and collective experiences. The stories and 
narratives that we are told -- and the stories that we tell ourselves and others -- have implications 
for how we see and approach change (Veland et al. 2018). In their research on narrative 
networks, Ingram et al. (2015, 3) describe how stories can be used “not only to make sense of the 
world and guide individual efforts, but also to collaborate with both humans and others.” 
Metaphors in particular play a powerful role in shaping our reality and giving us new 
understandings of our experiences and potential for change. As Lakoff and Johnson (1980, 145) 
write, “[m]uch of cultural change arises from the introduction of new metaphorical concepts and 
the loss of old ones.” 
 
Yet stories about climate change seldom inspire the types of cultural changes that are needed at 
this time in history. They do not invoke collaborative power, political agency, or any sense of a 
collective capacity to realize radical social changes that contribute to what Buckminster Fuller 
described as “a world that works for everyone.” Although numerous anthologies of climate 
change fiction have been published, most emphasize dystopic or apocalyptic visions of the 
future. There is a dearth of stories and metaphors that inspire us to activate ourselves and others 
to engage both broadly and deeply with radically positive social change. In the introduction to 
Change Everything: An Anthology of Climate Fiction, Milkoreit et al. (2016, xvi) note that:  
 

…similar to the award-winning climate fiction on sale in any decent bookstore, most of 
our stories imagine gloomy, dystopian future worlds in which much of what we cherish – 
and take for granted – about our present realities will be lost. This pessimism and sense 
of foreboding seems to reflect not only a societal mood in the industrialized world, but 
also humanity’s mood in a decade full of broken records. 

 
In the Foreword to Loosed Upon the World: The Saga Anthology of Climate Fiction, editor John 
Joseph Adams (2015, xii) offers the stories as a warning flare “to illustrate the kinds of things we 
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can expect if climate change goes unchecked, but also some of the possible solutions, to inspire 
the hope that we can maybe still do something about it before it’s too late…” In one example of 
the latter, a short story by Vandana Singh (2015, 279) called “Entanglement” describes a world 
where “People and their lives were so tightly connected across the world that it would take a 
million efforts around the globe to make a difference.” One character subsequently recognizes 
that we are have gone beyond the age of the superhero, and are now in the age of “the million 
heroes” (Singh 2015, 290).  
 
The presence of stories such as “Entanglement” in our cultural environment can contribute to a 
broader and more holistic engagement of our internal, somatic, and emotional resources and 
provide insights into how we might successfully adapt, transform, and organize as collectivities 
in new (quantum) ways. At this extraordinary point in history, we need to both imagine and 
actualize alternative “not-yet-here” realities. As Foust and Murphy (2009) argue, “Providing the 
public, community leaders and agenda-setting professionals with a story that promotes human 
agency is one way to advance widespread public action on climate change.” In the short- and 
long-term, activating such a shift may represent the only truly successful adaptation to climate 
change. 
 
To access, engage, and activate our most radical potentials as a storytelling species, we are 
accepting submissions of short stories between 2,000 and 5,000 words. We are most interested 
in stories that address the objectives described above, and welcome submissions from both 
fiction writers and researchers who have stories that can contribute to quantum social change. 
The selection of twelve stories will be based on a juried process. The three most compelling 
stories about quantum social change will receive awards of EUR 1000, EUR 750, and EUR 500. 
The stories will be edited by renowned author, editor, and writing teacher Jordan E. Rosenfeld 
(http://jordanrosenfeld.net/about/).   
 
Please submit your short story to adaptationconnects@sgeo.uio.no by January 15, 2019. Please 
include a bio (maximum 100 words) and a short statement (50 words) about how your story 
relates to quantum social change. Authors will be notified of the jury’s decision by April 1, 2019. 
We aspire to make Our Entangled Future an open access publication that is officially launched 
at the Transformations 2019 conference from 16-18 October in Santiago, Chile. 
 
This project is co-sponsored by the AdaptationCONNECTS research project (which is short for 
Adaptation: Combining Old and New kNowledge to Enable Conscious Transformation to 
Sustainability) at the Department for Sociology and Human Geography. AdaptationCONNECTS 
focuses on the relationship between climate change adaptation and transformations to 
sustainability. Its focus is not on whether such transformations are possible, but rather on how 
transformations at the scope, scale, speed and depth that is called for by global change research 
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can be realized in an ethical, equitable and sustainable manner. A central part of the project is to 
explore the potentiality of narratives in transformation processes. 
 
 
Editors 
Karen O’Brien (Professor, University of Oslo), Ann El Khoury (Professor, University of 
Technology Sidney), Nicole Schafenacker (Writer; Graduate Student, University of Northern 
British Columbia; Research Assistant, Health Arts Research Centre), and Jordan Rosenfeld 
(Author, editor and writing teacher, independent).  
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