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Profile

My research and writing are within the following areas: Sociology of religion, nonreligion, religious extremisms, social and religious movements, social theory, migration, gender, writing and research design. I am Past President of International Society for the Sociology of Religion (ISSR). I have long experience with teaching sociology at various levels, and I have mentored numerous master level and doctorate students. 
Education
	Degree
	Institution
	Year 

	Dr.Polit: 
Doctoral Thesis: People, Faith, and Transition. A Comparative Study of Social and Religious Movements in Norway, 1780s-1905
	Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Oslo
	2000

	Mag.Art: 

Master’s Thesis: Samfunnsreligion i Norge? En sosiologisk analyse av nasjonal legitimering 1905-1980. (Civil religion in Norway? A sociological analysis of national legitimation 1905-1980)
	Department of Sociology, University of Oslo
	1986

	Cand. Mag: 

Sociology, political science, history of ideas
	Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Oslo
	1983


Professional History
	Position Title
	Institution
	Year

	Professor emeritus
	Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of Oslo
	July 2024 - current

	Professor
	Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of Oslo
	Sep 2013 – June 2024

	Adjunct professor
	KIFO Centre for Church Research
	Sept 20 – June 2024

	Associate professor
	Faculty of Theology, University of Oslo
	Jan - Aug 2013

	Interim Research Director
	KIFO Centre for Church Research
	Mar 2012-Jan 2013

	Forsker I/Senior Research Associate
	KIFO Centre for Church Research
	Jul 1997 – Aug 2013

	Adjunct Professor in the Sociology of Religion
	The Norwegian School of Theology (MF)
	Jan 2005 – Dec 2012

	Research Associate
	The Center for Religion and Civic Culture, University of Southern California
	Mar 2002 – Aug.2013

	Visiting Scholar
	Department of Religious Studies, University of California Santa Barbara 


	2000 – 2001

1990 – 1991

1988 - 1989

	Associate Professor
	Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of Oslo
	Jul 1996 – Jun 1997

	Associate Professor
	Vestfold College, Norway
	Jan 1996 – Jun 1996

	University Teacher
	Department of Sociology, University of Oslo
	Mar 1993 – Jan 1995

Sep 1992 – Oct 1992

Jun 1991 – Jun 1992



	NAVF Stipendiat
	Department of Sociology, University of Oslo
	Mar 1988 – May 1991

Jul 1992 – Aug 1992

	Consultant
	Institute for Studies in Research and Higher Education.  The Norwegian Research Council for the Sciences and the Humanities (NAVFs Utrednings​institutt)
	Aug 1986 – Feb 1988

	Part time Teacher’s Assistant for undergraduate students
	Department of Sociology, University of Oslo
	1985 - 1986


Current Research and Writing
Nonreligion and migration. (In)visible Nonreligion in Migration Policies, Arrival Infrastructures, and the Media
This book is edited with Lauren Strumos, University of Alberta, Canada. Both editors are involved in the Nonreligion in a Complex Future project, directed by Lori Beaman at University of Ottawa. The book is in production and will be published by De Gruyter in 2026.

Nordic Nonreligion

This book is edited with Margit Warburg at University of Copenhagen. Warburg is advisor in the Nonreligion in a Complex Future project, directed by Lori Beaman at University of Ottawa. The manuscript will be finished in November 2026 and the book will be published by De Gruyter in 2027.
Women and children of ISIS: Firsthand Narratives
This book is based on fieldwork and interviews with 16 women who were associated with ISIS and interned in Al-Roj Camp in Northeast Syria 2022-2024. The book analyzes the women’s stories of their many ways to Syria, their lives under ISIS and in Roj, and the situation and the future of their children. A Norwegian version will be published by Universitetsforlaget and an English version by Routledge, both in 2027/2028.
Scholarship / Grants
	Grant / Scholarship
	Institution
	Year

	Twelve months writing grant
	Det faglitterære fond, Norsk

Faglitterær forfatter- og oversetter-forening (NFF) (Non-fiction Writers and Translators Organisation)
	2022-2023

	NORDCORP grant for the research project - ”The role of religion in the public sphere. A Comparative study of all the five  Nordic Countries” 
	NOS-HS 


	2009-2014

	Twelve months writing grant
	Det faglitterære fond, Norsk

Faglitterær forfatter- og oversetter-forening (NFF) (Non-fiction Writers and Translators Organisation)
	2008-2009

	One month writing grant
	Det faglitterære fond, Norsk faglitterær forfatter​- og oversetter-forening (NFF) (Non-fiction Writers and Translators Organisation)
	2006

	Six months writing grant
	Det faglitterære fond, Norsk faglitterær forfatter- og oversetter-forening (NFF) (Non-fiction Writers and Translators Organisation)
	2002-2003

	Research grant for data collection on a project among immigrant Muslim women in Los Angeles.
	The Fichter Grant Committee in the Association for the Sociology of Religion 
	2002

	Research grant for a project on Muslims in Norwegian prisons and the military
	Norges Forskningsråd (the Norwegian Research Council
	1999 - 2000

	NAVF-stipend (a three year doctorate scholarship)
	Norwegian Research Council
	1988 - 1991


Research administration

· Co-Investigator at Nonreligion in the Complex Future (NCF) at University of Ottawa, Canada 2019 -2027
· Director of NORDCORP research program “The role of religion in the public sphere. A comparative study of the five Nordic Countries” (NOREL) 2009-2014
· Interim Research Director at KIFO Centre for Church Research March 15.2012-Jan.31.2013

· Leader of KIFO research area, “Religion in the public sphere” (ROR), 2005-2008

· Leader of the KIFO Research program “Life Stories and Worldviews” 2000-2004

Editorial positions 

· Editor of Religion and Social Order book series (Brill) 2016 – 2020
· Editor of Nordic Journal of Religion and Society 2004- 2024
Other administrative experiences (a selection):
· Past President of International Society for the Sociology of Religion, 2023 – 2027

· President of International Society for the Sociology of Religion, 2019 – 2023
· President Elect of International Society for the Sociology of Religion, 2015 – 2019
· Council member Association for the Sociology of Religion, 2016 – 2020
· Leader of the arranging committee for the Nordic Conference for the Sociology of Religion (NCSR), Oslo, August 1-3, 2018
· Vice-President in ISA/RC22, International Sociology Association Research Committee 22, 2006-2014
· Member of the arranging committee for the Nordic Conference for the Sociology of Religion (NCSR), Kristiansand, August 4-6 2010

· Member of the arranging committee for the Nordic Conference for the Sociology of Religion (NCSR), Oslo, August 10-13 2000

Opponent for doctoral theses

· Erlend Hovdkinn From, University of Oslo 2024

· Michael Riber Jørgensen, Aalborg University, Denmark 2018

· Laura Schütze, Copenhagen University, Denmark 2015

· Nadja Hørdam Ausker, Copenhagen University, Denmark 2012
· Peter Fischer-Nielsen. Aarhus University, Denmark, 2011
· Irene Trysnes, University of Oslo, Norway, 2010

· Peter Lüchau, Copenhagen University, Denmark 2008

· Madeleine Sultan Sjöqvist, Uppsala University, Sweden 2007

Doctoral committee member
· Inga Sæther, University of Oslo 2025

· Eli Ramsvik Melby, University of Oslo 2017

· Per Lunnan Hjort, University of Oslo 2016

· Tore Rafoss, University of Oslo 2016

· Guri Tyldum, University of Oslo, 2015

· Lisa Worthington, The University of Western Sydney, Australia 2015

· Janne Solberg, University of Oslo 2014

· Lise Kanckos, Åbo Akademi, Finland, 2012
· Steen Marqvard Rasmussen, Aarhus University, Denmark, 2011
· Martha Middlemiss LéMon, Uppsala University, Sweden 2009
Invited keynote speaker at international conferences since 2015
	Topic
	Conference
	Date

	Presidential Address. What can women in classical sociology teach us about contemporary sociology of religion?
	37th conference International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Tapei, Taiwan 
	July 4-7 2023

	“Muslim Chaplaincy – Sociological Perspectives.”
	International conference "Muslim Chaplaincy. A Resource for Social Welfare?”, University of Frankfurt a.M., Germany.
	January 23-24 2019

	“Future studies in the sociology of religion.” In a panel.
	Religion and Diversity Project Final Team Meeting, University of Ottawa, Canada.
	October  26-28 2017

	“Extending the old road: Managing religious diversity in Scandinavian welfare states.”
	Where are our societies in terms of managing cultural and religious diversity? 10 years after the Bouchard-Taylor commission and report, University of Montreal, Canada.
	October 19-21 2017

	“Religious complexity. Using complexity theory to understand multiple trends.”
	Repstad Seminar, University of Agder, Norway.
	May 19 2017

	“NOREL: Research Lessons Learned.”
	Team meeting, Religion and Diversity Project, University of Ottawa, Canada.
	April 30–May 1 2015


Publications
Authored peer-review books

	Year 
	Publication

	2005
	From Quest for Truth to Being Oneself. Religious Change in Life Stories. Hamburg: Peter Lang.

	2002
	A Comparative Study of Social and Religious Movements in Norway, 1780s-1905. New York: The Edwin Mellen Press.


Co-authored peer-review books

	Year
	Publication

	2023
	Introduction to the Sociology of Religion. Co-author Pål Repstad. Routledge

	2023
	Innføring i religionssosiologi. Co-author Pål Repstad. Universitetsforlaget.

	2021
	Modern Sociologists. On Society and Religion. Co-author Pål Repstad. Routledge

	2021
	Moderne sosiologer: Om samfunn og religion (Modern Sociologists. On Society and Religion). Co-author Pål Repstad. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.

	2020
	Masteroppgaven – hvordan begynne og fullføre. Co-author Euris Larry Everett. Revised 3rd ed. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget. 

	2013

	Doing Your Master’s Dissertation. From Start to Finish. Co-author Euris Larry Everett. Transl. by Inger Furseth. London: Sage.

	2003
	Innføring i religionssosiologi (Introduction to the sociology of religion) Oslo: Universitetsforlaget. Co-author Pål  Repstad. Translated to Danish in 2004 (Hans Reitzel forlag), Swedish in 2004 (Liber forlag), English in 2006 (Ashgate), Turkish in 2011 (Birlesik), and Farsi 2016 (The University of Religions and Denominations Press).


Edited and co-edited peer-review books

	Year
	Publication

	Forthcoming
	Nordic Nonreligion. Co-edited with Margit Warburg. Berlin: DeGruyter

	2026
	Nonreligion and migration. (In)visible Nonreligion in Migration Policies, Arrival Infrastructures, and the Media. Co-edited with Lauren Strumos. Berlin: DeGruyter

	2018
	Religious Complexity in the Public Sphere. Comparing Nordic Countries. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

	2015
	Religionens tilbakekomst i offentligheten? Religion, politikk, medier, stat og sivilsamfunn i Norge siden 1980-tallet. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.

	2014
	The Changing Soul of Europe. Religions and Migrations in Northern and Southern Europe. Co-edited with Helena Vilaca, Enzo Pace and Per Pettersson. Aldershot: Ashgate.


Chapters in peer-review books since 2015
	Year
	Publication

	2020
	Social Theory and Religion. In The SAGE Encyclopedia of Sociology of Religion, edited by Adam 

Possamai and Anthony Blasi. London: Sage.

	2020
	Narrative Analysis. In The SAGE Encyclopedia of Sociology of Religion, edited by Adam 

Possamai and Anthony Blasi. London: Sage.

	2019
	From Theories of Secularization and Return of Religion to Religious Complexity. In Political 

Religion, Everyday Religion: Sociological Trends, edited by Pål Repstad, 34-48. Leiden: Brill.

	2018
	Prolonger l’ancienne route: la gestion de la diversité religieuse dans les Étasts-providence 

scandinaves. Transl. by Guillaume St-Laurent. In Dix ans plus tard: La commission Bouchard-

Taylor, succès ou échec? ed. Solange Lefebvre and Guillaume St-Laurant, 221-233. 

Montréal: Québec Amérique.

	2017
	Introduction. In Religious Complexity in the Public Sphere. Comparing Nordic 

Countries, ed. Inger Furseth, 1-29. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 1-29.

	2017
	Changing Religious Landscapes in the Nordic Countries. Co-authored with Lars Ahlin, 

Kimmo Ketola, Annette Leis-Peters and Bjarni Randver Sigvinsson. In Religious 

Complexity in the Public Sphere. Comparing Nordic Countries, ed. Inger Furseth, 31-80. 

New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

	2017
	Faith and Worldview Communities and Their Leaders – Inward or Outward Looking?

Co-authored with Lars Ahlin, Kimmo Ketola, Annette Leis-Peters, Pål Repstad, Bjarni 

Randver Sigvinsson, and Sivert Skålvoll Urstad. In Religious Complexity in the Public 

Sphere. Comparing Nordic Countries, ed. Inger Furseth, 251-289. New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan.

	2017
	Secularization, Deprivatization, or Religious Complexity? In Religious Complexity in 

the Public Sphere. Comparing Nordic Countries, ed. Inger Furseth, 291-312. New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan.

	2017
	Kvinnenes plass i haugebegevelsen (The role of women in the Hauge movement). In Hans 

Nielsen Hauge. Fra samfunnsfiende til ikon, ed. Knut Dørum and Helje Kringlebotn Sødal, 

133-156. Oslo: Cappelen Damm Akademisk.

	2017
	A Coherent Public Policy on Religion in Norway? An Analysis of the 2013 

Report “A Society Open to Religious and Worldview Diversity”. Co-authored with Ingunn 

Breistein. In Public Commissions on Cultural and Religious Diversity: Analysis, Reception, 

and Challenges, ed. Solange Lefebvre and Patrice Brodeur, 217-239. London: Routledge.

	2017
	The Return of Religion in the Public Sphere? The Public Role of Nordic Faith Communities. 

In Institutional Change in the Public Sphere. Views on the Nordic Model, ed. Fredrik Engelstad,

Håkon Larsen, Jon Rogstad, Kari Steen-Johnsen, 221-240. Berlin: De Gruyter Open.
https://www.degruyter.com/viewbooktoc/product/488999

	2016
	Civil religion. In Vocabulary for the Study of Religion, edited by Kocku von Stuckrad and 

Robert Segal. Leiden: Brill.

	2016
	Religion i Norden – fra privatisering til religiøs kompleksis (Religion in the Nordic Countries – from 

privatization to religious complexity). In Det norske samfunn, edited by

 Ivar Frønes and Lise Kjølsrød, 274-293. Oslo: Cappelen.

	2015
	Sosiologiske studier av religion som kultur (Sociological studies of religion as culture). 

In Kultursosiologisk forskning, edited by Håkon Larsen, 120-130. 

Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.
	Sosiologiske studier av religion som kultur (Sociological studies of religion as culture). In Kultursosiologisk forskning, edited by Håkon Larsen, 120-130. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.

	2015
	Innledning” (Introduction). In Religionens tilbakekomst i offentligheten? Religion, 

politikk, medier, stat og sivilsamfunn i Norge siden 1980-tallet, ed. Inger Furseth, 9-20. 

Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.
	Sosiologiske studier av religion som kultur (Sociological studies of religion as culture). In Kultursosiologisk forskning, edited by Håkon Larsen, 120-130. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.

	2015
	Et religiøst landskap i endring 1988-2013 (A changing religious landscape 1988-2013). 

In Religionens tilbakekomst i offentligheten? Religion, politikk, medier, stat og sivilsamfunn 
i Norge siden 1980-tallet, ed. Inger Furseth, 21-37. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.
	Sosiologiske studier av religion som kultur (Sociological studies of religion as culture). In Kultursosiologisk forskning, edited by Håkon Larsen, 120-130. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.

	2015
	Tros- og livssynssamfunnene og deres ledere – innadvendte eller utadvendte?

(Faith and worldview communities and their leaders – inward or outward looking?) 

Co-authored with Pål Repstad, Sivert Skålvoll Urstad, Ole-Edvin Utaker. In Religionens 

tilbakekomst i offentligheten? Religion, politikk, medier, stat og sivilsamfunn i Norge 

siden 1980-tallet. Ed. Inger Furseth, 139-168. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.
	Sosiologiske studier av religion som kultur (Sociological studies of religion as culture). In Kultursosiologisk forskning, edited by Håkon Larsen, 120-130. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.

	2015
	Religionens tilbakekomst, nedgang eller økende kompleksitet? (Return of religion, decline 

or growing complexity?). In Religionens tilbakekomst i offentligheten? Religion, politikk, 

medier, stat og sivilsamfunn i Norge siden 1980-tallet, ed. Inger Furseth, 169-182. 

Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.
	Sosiologiske studier av religion som kultur (Sociological studies of religion as culture). In Kultursosiologisk forskning, edited by Håkon Larsen, 120-130. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget.


Articles in peer-review journals

	Year
	Publication

	2024
	“Presidential Address. What can women in classical sociology teach us about contemporary sociology of religion?” Social Compass 71(2): 195-211

	2021
	“Religious Complexity. Theorizing Multiple Religious Trends.” Journal of Contemporary Religion 36(1): 1-18

	2019
	“Religious Complexity in Nordic Public Spheres,” with L. Kühle, M. Lövheim, and K. Lundby. Nordic Journal of Religion and Society 32(1): 71-90.


	2014
	Hijab street fashion og stil i Oslo (Hijab street fashion and style in Oslo).  Sosiologisk Tidsskrift 1(22): 5-27.

	2011
	The hijab: Boundary work and identity negotiations among immigrant Muslim women in the Los Angeles area. Review of Religious Research 54(2): 365-385.

	
	Prison Chaplaincy from a Scandinavian Perspective. Archives de Sciences Sociales des Religions Janvier-mars 56: 123-141. Co-authored with Lene Maria van der Kühle.


	2008

	Social capital and immigrant religion. Nordic Journal of Religion and Society 21(2): 147-164.

	2005
	From “Everything has a meaning” to “I want to believe in something.” Religious change between two generations of women in Norway. Social Compass (2): 157-168.

	2003
	Secularization and the role of religion in state institutions. Social Compass 50(2): 191-202.

	2002
	The Social Construction of Charisma. Tidsskrift for kirke, religion og samfunn 15(2): 67-83.

	2001
	Women’s role in historic religious and political movements. Sociology of Religion 62:199-123.

	2000
	The rights of Muslims in State Institutions – Prisons and the Military.

International  Journal on Multicultural Societies 2(1): 1-7.

(http://www.unesco.org/most/jmshome.htm)

	1999

	The role of Women in the Hauge movement. Lutheran Quarterly
 XIII: 395-422.

	1994
	Religion in a Low Key: the Case of Norway. Acta Sociologica 37: 39-54.
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