
c/o The Norwegian Shipping and Trade Mission 

80 Broad Street, New York City 

       April 3, 1942 

Dear Professor Schumpeter: 

 I have tried to gain as much information as possible, in connection with your kind 

suggestion regarding Frisch. 

 The general situation is this: The difficulty is not so much the technical one of getting 

a message through. It is more a question of the eventual consequences such a request 

might have for Frisch’s own person under the present circumstances. The situation in 

Norway now is extremely tense, in fact, so tense that one might doubt whether the 

prospect of satisfactory occupation in this country or elsewhere would be a matter of 

consideration at all, for those who leave Norway. The stakes are, in the cases we know of, 

much higher. Still I do not doubt that Frisch would appreciate it very much, if he could 

somehow get the message safely, as he, like many others, might soon, if not already, find it 

imperative to get out of the country. And I think that every possible way should be tried to 

contact him. 

 In that connection I have just had a telephone conversation with a Norwegian friend, 

Mr. Ole Colbjornsen, who is a high ranking official at the Norwegian Legation in Washington. 

Mr. Colbjornsen is also a very close friend of Frisch, and extremely much interested in 

everything that could be done to help Frisch, if necessary (and he said he would not be 

surprised if this would become necessary). He is a man whose discretion and cooperation in 

this matter can be trusted to the fullest extent. And he was at once eager to assist in any 

way he could. (I might mention that I did not find it necessary at this stage to indicate for 

him the origin of your offer for Frisch, nor your own name). We agreed on proposing the 

following plan, if we may be so fortunate to have further assistance from you in this matter: 

The MIT (or, maybe, you yourself, if you were asked and would be so kind) should write a 

letter to Mr. Ole Colbjornsen, The Royal Norwegian Legation, Washington D.C., explaining a 

few details of the proposal, and expressing the wish of the MIT. Then Mr. Colbjornsen will 

give the matter his immediate attention, and with the aid of the Norwegian Legation he will 

explore the various channels through which to contact Frisch. If he finds a reasonably safe 



proceeding, he will try to get the message through to Frisch. The Norwegian Legation 

(which, as you know, is under the Norwegian Government in London) has very good 

connection with occupied Norway, and is now, without comparison, the most efficient 

agency in that respect. I know that the matter could be left in no better hands. 

 If I may, I should, therefore, suggest to contact MR. Colbjornsen as soon as possible. I 

hope you will let me know whether, from your point of view, you think that this procedure 

is workable. I do not have to tell you that I am constantly and unconditionally at your 

disposal in this matter, whatever be the work you think that I can do. And I am more than 

grateful for what you have done already. 

Very sincerely yours 

Trygve Haavelmo 

Copy of this letter sent to your address also. 



Harvard University 

Department of Economics 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

April 10, 1942 

Mr. Trygve Haavelmo 

Statistical Department 

The Norwegian Shipping and Trade Mission 

80 Broad Street 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Haavelmo: 

 Very many thanks for your letters of the 1st and 3rd of April which are all and more 

than I could have possibly expected. Of course I know how one may rely on you and I shall 

gladly avail myself of Mr. Colbjornsen’s good offices to get the message to our common 

friend. 

 Unfortunately I have to report that for the moment the other leg of our venture has 

given a way a little. I do not wish to have any secrets between us since we are bot equally 

devoted to the interests of Frisch and his career, and so I shall be quite frank about it. I shall 

have to wait a few days in order to be absolutely sure, but my impression is that MIT shies 

at the $9,000. The man with whom I negotiated swallowed it but since everything is done by 

committees he had to report to all sorts of authorities and obviously met with resistance. 

Navigation is now extremely difficult. On the one hand a drastic reduction in my financial 

proposal might remove the obstacle. On the other hand, I am reluctant to take the step 

because once Frisch is here at a low salary it will be extremely difficult to increase it 

afterwards, especially because universities will increasingly suffer from war conditions. On 

top of all comes the uncertainty whether Frisch wants to leave and if so how badly he wants 

it. I feel it my duty to get him an acceptable proposal whether he wants it or not. But MIT 

which has to go out specially in order to finance this appointment (they could not finance it 

on their current budget), not unnaturally feels that it is asked to take trouble without 

knowing whether if successful that trouble will produce the desired results. I know think it 

good policy not to insist but let them approach me again, in which case I hope to settle the 

thing by means of a luncheon party. If I have to approach them the tactical position will be 

much worse. But, as I said, I hope to see more clearly within a week. 

 This, my dear Haavelmo, I have told you because you have a right to know exactly 

how matters stand. But all of it is strictly confidential, of course. I am so sorry I cannot 

attend the Hillside seminar tomorrow. It would have been such a pleasure. 

Cordially yours, 

Joseph A. Schumpeter 



Joseph A. Schumpeter 

7 Acacia Street 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

March 20, 1947 

Dear Friend Haavelmo, 

 So you are going to leave us – if I were younger I should really go to Norway in order 

to study the fascination that draws you Norwegians irresistibly home – or, for that matter, 

keeps you there! 

 Well let me wish you luck, satisfaction and success and express a hope that I may be 

so fortunate to retain some little contact with you. 

 As you know, Frisch has been here – young and vital as ever: it was such a fresh 

breeze from the sea! 

 With kind regards and best wishes and hope to hear from you on ? 

Cordially yours 

Joseph A. Schumpeter 



Trygve Haavelmo 

University Institute of Economics 

Fredriks Gt. 3, Oslo       May 25,1947 

Professor Dr. Joseph A. Schumpeter 

7 Acacia Street 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Professor Schumpeter, 

Thank you very much for your kind letter of March 20. I guess it must have arrived at the 

cowls Commission just after I left, but fortunately Mr. Leavens is very systematic and careful 

in forwarding my mail, so I received it here. 

I must say it was not without hesitation that I made the decision to leave the Cowles 

Commission and the work there. I certainly had a most fascinating and stimulating year of 

work with Marschak and the other members of the Chicago staff. But if you ask what It is 

that draws Norwegians back to their country, or, for that matter, why they are so anxious to 

come to the US in the first place, I am afraid I don’t know. Maybe they are just restless. 

Anyhow, right now it is pretty nice to be here. We are having a beautiful Spring, and one 

would have to be a local expert to find even the slightest trace of the war that ended two 

years ago. People are prosperous and, it seems, happy. 

From the point of view of studying econometrics in practice the opportunities in this country 

are, I think, unique. Something like a big experiment is being carried out, along the following 

lines: Consider the whole economy as being described by a fairly large number of macro-

economic variables, corresponding to the various magnitudes that enter into an extensive 

national accounting system. Some of these variables are more or less given by forces 

outside the field of influence of this country, some (quite a few) are the results of economic 

decisions by individuals and private groups, while others are results of autonomous action 

by the Government. The economic planning that is being carried out consists in forecasting 

the variables that are “given from outside” and in planning the autonomous variables 

correspondingly, so as to maximize the national product. For this purpose it is necessary to 

explore the behavioristic relations that link the “private” variables together and to the 

“outside” and the autonomous variables. The fascinating thing about the whole matter is 

that we have gotten a young minister of Finance who is himself an economist and who 

wants to carry out this type of “econometric” planning on a highly advanced level. During 

the next few months I shall probably work a good deal on these problems, as I am supposed 

to be in charge of setting up the national budget for 1948. I have leave of absence from the 

University for that purpose. 

I do not know yet whether I shall have the opportunity of coming to Washington for the 

meetings next fall, but if I do I am looking forward to seeing you there. Please give my 

regards to friends at the Littauer Center.  

Sincerely yours 

Trygve Haavelmo 
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