
Yale University 

Department of Economics 

Cowles Foundation for Research in Economics 

Box 2125, Yale station 

New Haven, Connecticut 

October 25, 1955 

Professor Trygve Haavelmo 

University of Economics 

Frederiksgate 3, Oslo 

Norway 

Dear Professor Haavelmo: 

The metamorphosis of the Cowles Commission at Chicago into the Cowles Foundation at 

Yale seems to be a good occasion for redefining the relationship of a Research Consultant to 

the organization. A Research Consultant to the Cowles Foundation is someone who, because 

of previous employment on the staff or for other reasons, maintains an active interest in the 

research program of the Foundation. This interest may be manifested in the Consultant’s 

own research, e.g., in completing or pursuing further research begun at the Commission or 

Foundation. It may be manifested in exchanges of ideas and results with members of the 

Foundation’s staff. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I hope very much that you will be willing to continue as a Research Consultant to the Cowles 

Foundation. We appreciate your contributions to our common work in the past, and we 

hope for a continuation of a mutually rewarding association. I hope that my attempt a 

defining the relationship of Research Consultant is clear and acceptable; I would welcome 

your questions and comments. I also hope it will be possible for us to arrange, during this 

year or next, for you to visit us in New Haven. 

Sincerely yours, 

James Tobin 

Director 



Oslo, Jan. 2, 1956 

Professor James Tobin 

Cowles Foundation for Research in Economics 

Department of Economics 

Yale University 

New Haven, Connecticut 

U.S.A. 

Dear Tobin,  

 Thank you for your letter of October 25, 1955 concerning the activities of Cowles 

Foundation associates. 

 I very much hope to keep my contact with the Cowles Foundation staff, even if my 

own contribution in this respect has been rather slight during the last few years. I am 

planning to spend the academic ear of 1957|58, or part of it, in the U.S. I am of course 

anxious to visit the Cowles Foundation at its new quarters. In the meantime I shall be happy 

to consider any suggestion you might have for a more active participation on my part, in the 

activities of the Foundation. 

 In spite of what I have said above I must admit that I have wondered for some time 

whether it is formally justified for me to be listed as a cowls Foundation consultant. I have 

hesitated making any suggestion of a change in the matter, because I thought it might 

indicate, quite wrongly, a lessening of interest on my part. May I ask you to decide upon this 

matter quite freely. Considering it solely from the point of view of Cowles Foundation 

operating efficiency? 

Best Regards, 

Sincerely yours 

Trygve Haavelmo 



May 28 

Dear Jim: 

This is just to say hello and thanks for some happy days at the Cowles Foundation. I am 

leaving for Oslo June 1. Hope to see you there. 

I should like to mention the following for your consideration: Professor Evi Griliches here 

has told me that he is thinking of applying for leave of absence for the year 59/60, and that 

he would be interested in spending the time at the Cowles Foundation, if some 

arrangement could be made. I would certainly give such an arrangement my best 

recommendations. I think Marschak knows Griliches quite well, and perhaps also Tjalling. 

Well, please say hello to everybody from me. 

Sincerely, 

Trygve Haavelmo 
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