
Cowles Commision 

For Research in Economics 

The University of Chicago 

Chicago 37, Illinois 

May 19, 1947 

Dr. Trygve Haavelmo 

University Institute of Economics 

Frederiks gate 3 

Oslo, Norway 

Dear, Tryg: 

 Well finally the pictures were developed – and they accidentally came out all right! 

The pictures of the staff meeting are of the last one you attended. In case you’re in doubt, 

you can tell by the models which are written on the blackboards. 

 Otherwise there is nothing new around here. Regards from the gang. 

     Sincerely, 

     Don Patinkin 



Tuesday, 19 July 1960 

Dear Trygve: 

Some two weeks I wanted to write you to thank you again for your helpful letter of 

recommendation on Yehuda Grunfeld, and to tell you that the promotion had been 

approved. For some reason I delayed writing – and now what I have to write is something 

tragic: Yehuda is no longer alive; he was drowned in an accident while swimming in the 

ocean near here just three days ago, on Saturday morning. He was together with his wife – 

and some friends. They were all suddenly engulfed in a large wave which generated a 

current that swept them out to sea. The whole thing took only seconds and minutes. All 

were finally pulled in to shore – but Yehuda was unconscious. And despite artificial 

respiration – and artificial stimulation of the heart – he could not be revived. He was buried 

in Jerusalem on Sunday. 

He was in the midst of his work – full of ideas - enlivening everybody and everything. And 

now it’s all finished. There is a humble feeling of emptiness in Jerusalem. 

Don 



The Eliezer Kaplan School of Economics and Social Sciences – The Hebrew University 

Jerusalem 25.9.1960 

Professor Trygve Haavelmo 

University Institute of Economics 

Fredriks Gate 3 

Oslo 

Norway 

Dear Trygve,  

 Our department has decided to issue a volume of Studies in Econometrics and Mathematical 

Economics in memory of Yehuda Grunfeld. I need not explain to you the motivation behind this 

decision – and will only express our hope that you will agree to participate together with the other 

teachers and colleagues of Yehuda to whom we are turning. 

 We are setting a deadline of June 1, 1961 for all contributions to be in – and are planning for 

the volume to appear in the spring of 1962. Papers should be of a journal length. 

 I would like to speak frankly about one thing: The danger of any memorial volume is that it 

will be mediocre – and this is its usual fate. It is only because of our conviction that the 

circumstances in this case are so special that people will be impelled to contribute of their best – 

that has brought us to the decision to start with this undertaking. I hope you share our feelings. I am 

sure an article from you will go a long way toward placing this memorial volume at the very highest 

of levels. 

 During October I will be at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois – and would 

appreciate your writing me there. 

     Sincerely yours, 

     Don Patinkin 



Professor Don Patinkin 

c|o Northwestern University 

Evanston, Illinois 

U.S.A. 

Dear Don,  

 Thank you for your letter of September 25. I should have answered your first letter 

about Yehuda too, but I couldn’t find the word. 

 Your idea of a memorial volume will certainly get wide support. I hope that I can 

produce something worthwhile, but I shall have to give some more thought to the matter 

before I can suggest a subject and title. If you should have a special preference for some 

particular topic that you think I could handle, please let me know. 

    Sincerely yours, 

    Trygve Haavelmo 
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