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Graduate Training in Legal Psychology: Fully funded Doctoral Fellowships available at the 
House of Legal Psychology (Universities of Maastricht, Gothenburg, Portsmouth) 

Within the EU-funded Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorate in Legal Psychology, we have several 
fully funded PhD positions in the domain of legal psychology available as of September 2017 in 
Maastricht (NL), Gothenburg (SE), and Portsmouth (UK). We are looking for applicants from 
non-EU countries (who have not spent 12 months within the EU in the past 5 years, e.g. for 
work of doing a Master). No tuition fee applies. 

About the content and process of the program 

Course work 

Next to course work which takes place primarily in semesters 1, 3, and 5, candidates work on 
their dissertation throughout the program. Each of these semesters is composed of a 
theoretical and a skills component to ensure optimal completion of the different elements of 
the program. The courses address the foundations of Legal Psychology from an experimental 
and comparative perspective.  

Supervision 

Each PhD student is supervised by two consortium members, one from the university that 
enrolls the student (i.e., Maastricht, Gothenburg, or Portsmouth), and one from the other 
consortium members (i.e., one of the remaining two). Students have a close relationship to the 
mentoring faculty member(s) at their home university. With the exception of the third 
semester, all semesters are spent at the first supervisor’s university. Students spend the third 
semester at the second supervisor’s institution and continue with their research there.  

Conferences 

During the three-year program students have one winter conference at their “enrolment 
university” and visit the two partner institutions for subsequent winter conferences. 
During summer, the candidates organize a pre-conference workshop at the same 
location as the European Association of Psychology and Law (EAPL) conference and 
afterwards attend the EAPL conference. Additionally, students meet with practitioners 
during the winter conference.  
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All in all, the program provides a unique opportunity for starting a career in Psychology and 
Law, with ideal conditions for conducting and learning about research while working with 
experts in the field. The structure of the program additionally provides excellent 
opportunities for networking and establishing oneself in the field. 

Funding 

Students receive a salary or scholarship for three years and a lump sum mobility contingency 
of roughly 7,500 EUR is awarded to non-EU candidates. Although candidates will need to find 
their own housing, assistance can be provided through the international offices of the 
participating universities. 

Who can apply? 

Candidates who have a two-year Master's degree can apply for all projects.  
Candidates with a one-year Master's degree or a four-year Bachelor of Science degree (honors 
degree) can apply for all projects that do not involve Gothenburg.  
Candidates with a different four-year degree that is equivalent to one of the afore mentioned 
should contact Chantal Meertens to check their eligibility 
(chantal.meertens@maastrichtuniversity.nl).  
If none of the above mentioned applies to you, you can unfortunately not apply. 

Further details about the program 

This program combines the expertise of three universities in this field: Maastricht University, 
University of Portsmouth and University of Gothenburg and offers opportunities for PhD 
research in the following areas: 

Legal decision-making and evidence 
Victim-oriented research 
Perpetrator-oriented research 
Detecting Deception 
Interviewing Witnesses and Suspects 
Witnesses and Witness evidence, Eyewitness Identification 
The History of Legal Psychology 
Alibis 
False confessions 
 

The program, which is conducted entirely in English, also offers a unique opportunity to 
study at two high-profile European institutions and graduate with a joint or dual PhD 
award. All institutions in the program offer high caliber educational and training 
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opportunities for graduate students and the program has been formulated by research leaders 
in the field. 

Faculty for the program include: 

Professor Peter van Koppen 
Professor Harald Merckelbach  
Professor Pär-Anders Granhag  
Professor Aldert Vrij 
Professor Leif Strömwall  
Professor Lorraine Hope 
Dr. Karl Ask 
Dr. Robert Horselenberg 
Dr. Sara Landström 
Dr. Melanie Sauerland 
 
 

How do I apply? 

Full details of research topics and application details can be found on http://legalpsychology.eu. 

A new list of topics will be published shortly.  

 The next deadline for applications is 1 December 2016. 

Contact 

Organizational questions regarding the program: 

Chantal Meertens  

Program Secretary  

chantal.meertens@maastrichtuniversity.nl 

Phone: +31 43 38 83 466 
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