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PROFILES OF SPEAKERS AND DISCUSSANTS 
 

Session I- “Social Exclusion and Inclusion of Young Adult Immigrants” 

Speaker 

Katrine Fangen is Associate Professor and Scientific Coordinator of EUMARGINS at the 

University of Oslo (Norway). Fangen has contributed to the field of youth research since 

1990, and immigration research since 1999. More specifically, she has done research on 

issues such as political orientation, belonging and ethnic identity. Her past research was on 

young adults in Eastern Germany at the time of the reunification (1990), and about neo-Nazis 

in Norway (PhD thesis 1999) which consists of 7 journal/book articles, among them one was 

published in an Ashgate anthology on masculinity. Her postdoctoral study has been on 

integration and identification among Somali immigrants in Norway. She has published 

extensively in both national and international journals and has written several books, 

including on participant observation as data collection method. She is a co-editor of Nordic 

Journal of Youth Research (YOUNG), which is a SAGE journal.  

 

Session II- “Migration and the Terms of Inclusion” 

Speaker 

Les Back is Professor of Sociology at Goldsmiths College, University of London (United 

Kingdom). Back studied at Goldsmiths College as both postgraduate and undergraduate. He 

has previously worked at the Institute of Education, Birkbeck College and the Department of 

Cultural Studies, University of Birmingham before returning to Goldsmiths in 1993. Back is 

the author of a number of publications and also contributes extensively to several 

newspapers and on-line magazines. His work focuses on issues of sociology of racism and 

ethnicity, popular culture and music, urban life, community, social divisions, class, social 

theory and sociological methods. 

 



Discussant 

Arnfinn Haagensen MidtBøen is a Ph.D Candidate at the Institute for Social Research 

(Norway). His research focus is on ethnic discrimination in the Norwegian labour market. 

MidtBøen holds a MA in Sociology from the University of Oslo. He will be discussant for the 

session titled: “Migration and the Terms of the Inclusion.” 

 

Session III- “Pathways in Education” 

Speaker 

Judit Strömpl is Associate Professor of Social Policy at the University of Tartu (Estonia). 

She received her MA from Tartu University, and completed her PhD at the University of 

Tampere, Finland. Strömpl’s research interest is connected to people on the margin of 

society (e.g. troublesome youth, migrant prostitutes, LGBT people) and topics: school bully, 

domestic violence and child abuse. She also researches the societal reaction to problems 

(child protection, residential care of troublesome children and youth, social work with cases 

of domestic violence, school social work). Her favorite research methods are institutional 

ethnography, qualitative case study and narrative analysis. 

 

Session IV- “The Different Dimensions of Inclusion in the Labour Market” 

Speaker 

Vincent Ferry is a socio-historian and researcher at A.R.O.F.E. and an associate researcher 

in the 2L 2S (Laboratoire Lorrain De Sciences Sociales) at Nancy 2 University (France). 

 

Discussant 

Line Eldring is a researcher at the Fafo Research Foundation (Norway). Her work areas 

include EU enlargement, labour market, industrial relations, trade unions and South Africa. 

She has worked extensively on labour migration and some of her current projects includes: 

labour migrants from Central and Eastern Europe in the Nordic countries: Patterns of 

migration, working conditions, and recruitment practices, mobility of labour and services after 

EU enlargement (The Programme on Working Life Research, NFR, The Research Council of 

Norway) to name a few. Eldring will be discussant for the session titled: “The Different 

Dimensions of Inclusion in the Labour Market.” 

 

Session V- “Being Heard or Being Seen” (Civic and Political Participation) 

Speaker 

Carles Feixa is a Professor at the University of Lleida (Spain) and has been a visiting 

scholar at universities in Rome, Mexico, Paris, Berkeley/California, Buenos Aires, Santiago 

de Chile and Newcastle. He has conducted fieldwork in Spain and Latin America. He holds a 



Ph.D from the University of Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain) and a Doctorate Honoris Causa 

from the University of Manizales (Colombia). He is the author of several books including De 

jovenes, bandas y tribus (Barcelona, 1998, 4th edition 2008), Jovens na America Latina (& A. 

Caccia-Bava & Y. Gonzalez, São Paulo, 2004), and Global Youth? (& P. Nilan, London & 

New York, 2006). He is coeditor of the journal Young (London/Delhi) and member of the 

international board of Nueva Antropología (México), Revista Latinoamericana de Ciencias 

Sociales, Niñez y Juventud (Colombia), Revista Austral de Ciencias Sociales (Chile), Revista 

de Estudios de Juventud (Argentina), Mondi Migranti (Milano), and Analise Social (Lisboa). 

He has been advisor for youth policies of the United Nations and Vice President of the 

International Sociological Association Research Committee “Sociology of Youth”. 

 

Discussant 

Sindre Bangstad is a Post-doctoral Research Fellow at the Social Anthropology Institute, 

University of Oslo (Norway). His project “Reframing the Secular: Vernacular Concepts of the 

Secular Among Young Norwegian Muslims” has been financed by the Norwegian Research 

Council (NRC) through its FRISAM-programme. It aims at establishing how young 

Norwegian men and women with Muslim minority background, regardless of whether they 

are religiously practicing or not, and across ethnic backgrounds, relates to contemporary 

Norwegian secularity and liberality. He has previously worked as Associate Professor at the 

Social Welfare Research Institute/Department of Social Science, Oslo University College. 

Bangstad will be discussant for the session titled: “Being Heard or Being Seen” (Civic and 

Political Participation). 

 

 

Session VI- “Suggestions for Policy and Practice” 

Speaker 

Kristina Kallas holds a MA in Modern History from Central European University, Budapest. 

Kallas joined the Institute of Baltic Studies (Estonia) in 2007 and her main responsibility is to 

lead the team working on broad issues such as social integration, migration and minority 

rights. 

 

 
Panel: Cross-National Comparisons 

 
Speakers 

 
Katrine Fangen and Les Back (Please see above) 
 
Thomas Johansson is Professor of Education at the Department of Education, 
Communication and Learning at the University of Gothenburg (Sweden). He has been 
involved in research on youth culture, masculinity studies and the sociology of the family. His 
most recent research is oriented towards questions around the psychologization of everyday 
life. Johansson is also involved in a research project on schooling, multiculturalism and 



identity processes in contemporary Sweden. He is the editor of an Ashgate anthology on 
masculinity. 
 
 

 

 


