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Lucie is a 27-year-old young woman from 
Morocco. Among our Muslim interviewees, she 
was the only one who wore a headscarf. 
Because of the assimilationst policy in France, 
wearing a hijab is not supported. Therefore, it 
was interesting for us to interview a young 
woman who despite this policy chose to use 
this religious symbol. . Despite her breaking an 
implicit norm like this, she has found her place 
in France, however, she is still struggling to find 
a job as well as training. 
 
Contrary to common perception, (conveyed in 
particular by the currents of thought of the 
“new right-hand side” in France), to come from 
North Africa to France, is less complicated than 
it seems. The language, schools, administrative 
and political divisions (city, state, region, state) are similarly structured because of the close 
ties between France and one of its former colonies. Moving from Morocco to France is 
therefore not totally a change of universe. 
 
Lucie speaks French almost flawlessly and expresses herself with simplicity and sincerity. The 
words we have decided to transcribe here reflect the image she has of what is to her a new 
country. She is far from the clichés and representations one has of Maghrebi women's 
capacity to adapt in France. 
 
Lucie came to France through family reunification after she got married in Morocco to a 
Frenchman. Prior to marrying, she had not planned on moving to France. She now has two 
small children who were born in France and who are French nationals.  

 
I: Did you get married in Morocco? 

L: Yes, we got married in Morocco and I applied for papers at the 

French Consulate. 

I: How long did it take to get your papers? 

L: One year. 

 
 
Lucie is now looking for a job and is currently being trained to be an assistant nurse. She is 
satisfied with the help she has received from the job centre. Nancy is a city with a long 
history of immigration. Lucie represents an exception to what young Muslims are facing. It is 



clear from her story that the driver of inclusion is perhaps her husband, who is a Frenchman, 
and her children who are French nationals. 
 

 
I: How would you compare the infrastructures here with those in 

Morocco? 

L: There is no comparison. Everything's clean here and there's all that 

you need: there are motorways everywhere, there are many gardens, 

parks, green spaces. In Morocco, there are a few gardens. 

 

 
 

I: And today, do you picture your life in France or do you think that, at 

some point, you'll go back to Morocco? 

L: I prefer living here because when I was at home, there weren't all the 

integration measures, all the state agencies, all the training courses that 

there are here... Compared to Morocco, everything goes pretty well 

here... I even have the impression that people are too much taken care of 

here or that they are not taken care of in Morocco. So I think that if 

people don't succeed here, it's not because of the state but because of 

them. 

I: Right. So you've so far talked about employment. What about 

education? What do you think about the way children are taken care of? 

L: I find the school system very good. As for extra-curricular activities, 

there are parks where children can spend their time and even in winter 

they have places to stay such as toy or multimedia libraries and I think 

that it's really great. 

 
She now sees her future in France rather than in Morocco. She feels that Nancy is safe 
compared to Moroccan towns where crime is more prevalent. However, she is a bit 
concerned about the lack of acceptance of Muslims in France. 



 
L: Regarding the issue of religion, I have the impression that people talk 

a lot about Muslims but hardly about Catholics or Jews... I'm Muslim 

and that's the way it is... You're either Jewish or Catholic and that's the 

way it is... people... well... people should respect the religion of others...  

I: Does the talking bother you? Have you ever been personally...   

L: Well, for instance... at the swimming pool... or if I work as an 

assistant nurse, I'll have to take off my headscarf and it bothers me 

because I don't see the difference between a woman with a headscarf 

and a woman without one... so I think that... 

 

I: Are you yourself religious? Do you attend mosque?  

L: I observe Ramadan, I pray, I attend mosque. 

I: Did you easily find a place to pray in Nancy? 

L: Yes, there's a mosque in Nancy. 

 

 
 

 
Although the story of Lucie shows us that she was able to settle in France without much 
difficulty and with little discrimination, she does face problems in finding work. 

 

L: The only difficulty I might have is at work, if I want to work in... 

I: And have you ever been personally discriminated against, in the street 

or elsewhere?  

L: No, not at all. It's just that people have to be respectful and if you 

have respect for yourself, then you will have respect for others and they 

will respect you. So to be honest, I've never been discriminated against 

in the street, at the supermarket... I feel at home.(...) Nancy is very safe... 

in large cities in Morocco, to draw a comparison, there are thieves 

everywhere and you have to hold your handbag tightly... here, you can 

walk safely and leave large cities without fearing anything... I do think 

that we're safe here. 



  

 
Allowing young immigrants to express themselves religiously and culturally often illustrates 
that the way they are welcomed and integrated is important in helping immigrants adapt to 
a new society. Lucie's story also reveals what the chief motivations for immigrating often 
are: better social conditions, better equipment, better training, and a better education, than 
those found in the country they have left. From this perspective, well-being, especially that 
of children of immigrants is a decisive factor.  
 
For Lucie it is important that she can live her daily life quietly in Nancy, and because she 
thinks that her children are living under good conditions. It is mainly the aspect of safety that 
she finds it better to live in France than in Morocco. Lucie’s adaptation to French society was 
made easier because of her marriage to a French man. Through modern communication she 
is also able to stay in touch with her family in Morocco, which reduces her feeling of 
nostalgia that was noticed by our other informants in France. She is freely able to circulate 
between France and Morocco since the cost of travel is reasonable and since she has French 
citizenship. This repeated contact with family in Morocco makes it possible for her to retain 
her roots, while living safely in France and having better opportunities for her children. This 
transnational dimension in fact increases her feeling of inclusion in the French society and is 
an important part of her well-being.   
 
 
 


